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to one found in Pinneberg. Together they create 
a solid and sturdy square, meant to symbolize 
the way in which our two cities form a whole. 
The plaque in Rockville can be found in the 
southeast corner of Town Square. Please pay it a 
visit!

December 2007 – 
President David L’Heureux 
steps down as RSCC Presi-
dent after 11 years.

Forty-member delegation from 
Pinneberg arrives in Rockville.

Past-president David 
L’Heureux being honored 
at a Mayor and Council 
meeting for his tireless 
dedication to RSCC. Plaque presented to Rockville.

Sister City Friendship Bridge, a pe-
destrian/bicycle bridge located on 
MD Rt. 28 spanning the 10 lanes 
across I-270 in Rockville.
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January 2008 – Rotraut Bockstahler is elect-
ed new RSCC president.

February 2008 – Rockville’s Sister City Friend-
ship Bridge is recognized as one of the most 
bicycle and pedestrian-friendly new projects in 
Maryland by the One Less Car organization during 
the 11th Annual Maryland Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Symposium.

March 2008 – In conjunction with RSCC’s 16th 
Annual Spring Wine Tasting, former RSCC Presi-
dent David L’Heureux was honored for his long-
term contributions to the success of the RSCC. 
Awards and congratulatory letters were presented 
to David by Mayor Susan Hoffmann and RSCC 
President Rotraut Bockstahler.

May 2008 – RSCC assisted Peerless 
Rockville with the 2008 house tour; 		
two houses were attended to by RSCC 
teams. The historic houses were 
located on Baltimore Road in East 
Rockville. Pat and Jack Rodgers 
captained one house and Rotraut 
Bockstahler the other. Eileen McGu-
ckian, Peerless executive director, is 
shown “bringing out some goodies.”

June 2008 – Bryan Seith reported: “I left 
Maryland for Germany on June 27 to participate 

in a 4-week National Endowment for the Hu-
manities Summer Institute for Teachers which 
I was invited to attend. I was one of 25 teachers 
selected to receive grants to study the life, music 
and impact of J.S. Bach…
	 “My wife, Michele, joined me and the group 
during the last week of the institute after which 
she and I traveled to Rockville’s Sister City, Pin-
neberg, where we stayed with our hosts, Bernd 
and Ingeborg Hinrichs for 4 days. We had a 
wonderful time learning about Pinneberg and 
the surrounding area (much of it on bicycle!), 
spending a delightful time with Margrit and 
Jürgen Ziegler at their home for afternoon tea.
	 “While in Pinneberg, we met with the direc-
tor of the City’s Youth Orchestra, Music School 
director, and Men’s Chorus director to explore 
musical exchange possibilities for both Rockville 
and Pinneberg musical groups. I think the meet-
ing was very productive and many wonderful 
ideas were discussed.
	 “Michele and I returned to the United States 
[and were] very grateful to have had the oppor-
tunity to visit our Sister City in Germany.”

July-August 2008 – Twelve young members of 
the Pinneberg Swim Club participated in a two-
week-long swim training camp at the Rockville 
Municipal Swim Center. Rockville’s Swim Center 
Superintendent Mark Eldridge and Head Coach 
Dave Greene are thanked for making the train-
ing facilities available. Pinneberg’s representatives 
are Head Coach Arndt Jungclaus and the trip 
coordinator and organizer Bernd Kaiser, who 
is also the parent of one of the swimmers. The 
group of four young women (between ages 13 and 
17) and five young men (between ages 15 and 16) 
is also accompanied by a female attendant and 
chaperone, Claudia Schnell. A serious training 
schedule occupied the swimmers most mornings 
during the week with sightseeing and other activi-
ties reserved for the afternoons.
	 As a farewell gift, the Pinneberg swim team 
put together a 40-minute CD presentation describ-
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8 2008 Brings Many Sharing Activities with Pinneberg

Mayor Hoffman presenting an 
award to former RSCC President 

David L’Heureux.

Peerless’s Eileen 
McGuckian brings 

out the goodies.
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ing their lasting memories of the summer training 
camp in Rockville.

The Joys of Hosting
	 “During the Pinneberg swim team visit, it 
was my pleasure to have both of the coaches stay 
with me. I hope that they had as good a time at 
my house as I had, acting as host. Since both 
wanted to improve their English speaking skills, 
very little German was spoken. Comparing what 
is thought of ‘us’ versus what most Americans 
think of ‘them’ was fun and interesting… I 
discovered that Germans do not like to drink 
root beer, Dr. Pepper, or Cherry Coke, are so-so 
about chunky peanut butter, say that their beer, 
bread, and rolls are much better, while our 
orange juice and melons top what is available 
in Germany. Hosting is fun and eye-opening. I 
recommend that our members volunteer for this 
experience.” – by Liz von Kaenel

Swim Team Exchange: 
A Wonderful Experience of Hospitality 
and an Exceptional activity Program
	 “A group of nine young swimmers and their 
three chaperones from Pinneberg visited Rock-
ville as part of the Sister City program promoting 
the exchanges of young people between the two 
Sister Cities.
	 “Theo Reuther on behalf of the RSCC 
and Bernd Kaiser from the Pinneberg swim 
team took over the responsibility of making all 
necessary arrangements. By intensive e-mail 
correspondence and telephone contacts between 
November 2007 and March 2008 all major 
arrangements for the trip were made.
	 “But all the preliminary work paid off. It al-
ready started with a warm welcome at the Wash-
ington airport and a well-organized transport to 
Rockville. All members of our swim team group 
were accommodated by wonderful host families 
with generous hospitality. We spent more than 
two weeks in Rockville and in the Washington 
metropolitan area.
	 “Apart from an intensive sightseeing sched-
ule in Washington, D.C., we visited Baltimore, 

spent a great day at the Six Flags amusement 
park and watched a baseball game of the Wash-
ington Nationals.
	 “But of course, we also loved the atmo-
sphere in the Rockville neighborhood. The 
perfect and daily transportation service by the 
host families, by Theo and Pat Reuther and by 
Jon McLaren from the City of Rockville, made it 
very comfortable for us to get a good impression 
of your nice city and its vicinity. We even had a 
chance to express our thanks to Mayor Susan 
Hoffmann during a welcome ceremony at City 
Hall. The free use of the excellent swim training 
and gym facilities at the municipal swim center 
gave us a great opportunity to train together 
with the local athletes and to get in contact with 
various coaches of the RMSC, which was a great 
experience for our swimmers and coaches.
	 “Even more important however was the 
time we spent with our host families. All our 
hosts took great care of us and we felt like real 
family members. We got a good insight into 
American family life and made many new 
friends. And this of course is the most important 
point of such a visit to a foreign country. The 
days in Rockville were a wonderful experience 
for all of us. For most of our young swimmers it 
was the first time in the U.S. but probably not the 
last time, because they all were thrilled about 
the trip. The only sad moment was when we had 
to say Good Bye after two unforgettable weeks 
in Rockville.” – by Bernd Kaiser, Pinneberg

Jürgen and Margrit Ziegler, Inge-
borg and Bernd Hinrichs, Michele 
and Bryan Seith.
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September/October 2008 – Twelve students 
from Pinneberg’s Theodor Heuss Gymnasium 
(High School) visited Wootton High School in 
Rockville. The group was accompanied by two 
chaperones/teachers (Dorothea Steinmann 
and Kerstin Schräder), who stayed with RSCC 
Director Gerrie Checkon.
	 It had been several years since the last stu-
dent exchange, and members of both sister cities 
expressed a desire to reactivate them. Stephanie 
Wright, Jerol Briggs and Gerrie Checkon 
worked with Tony DeRosa (in Rockville) and 
Angelika Krämer (in Pinneberg) to make the 
exchange happen.
	 The exchange students participated in class-
room activities, a school project, attended a home 
football game, were welcomed by the Mayor and 
Council, toured the White House, visited Mount 
Vernon and Baltimore, spent several days touring 
Washington, D.C., hiked along the C&O Canal, 
swam at the city’s indoor pool, and shopped at an 
outlet mall.
	 Host families warmly welcomed the German 
students. They introduced them to family life 
here doing such varied activities as sailing on the 
Chesapeake Bay, attending a baseball game, shop-
ping, horseback riding, going to a rock concert, 
and playing football. One family even celebrated 
Thanksgiving in October for their guest.

Pinneberg Students Visit 
Wootton High School
	 “When Jason came home from school one 
day and asked: ‘Mom, Dad, do you want to host 
an exchange student from Germany?’ Naturally, 

we were curious and wanted to 
know more about the program. 
Many questions needed to be 
answered: Who’s staying at our 
house, what our responsibilities 
as a host family are, will my child 
go to Germany next year? These 
questions were answered at a host 
family meeting with Mr. DeRosa 
and the Sister City Corporation of 
Rockville.

	 “Each German student wrote a letter to 
their host family, and Jason picked Simon to stay 
with us. The e-mails between Simon and my 
sons began and the boys became friends…  The 
FES (Foreign Exchange Students) as we called 
them arrived Friday night. It was pouring rain 
and dark We got to know each other and stayed 
up way past midnight. Everyone was very excit-
ed and no one could go to sleep.
	 “The sister city had many events organized 
for the FES: Mount Vernon, shopping in Lees-
burg, trips to D.C., Baltimore aquarium, New 
York and other fun events. The students went to 
our Wootton football games and fit right in with 
the Patriot fans.
	 “When it was time to say Auf Wiederseh-
en, tears were shed. The students became host 
brothers and sisters. We became host mom and 
dad. Would we do this again? Absolutely!! Any 
concerns about my child going to Germany? 
None. We thank Herr “Kaiser” DeRosa and 
the sister city for a great exchange program. I 
can assure you, everyone had a great time.” – by 
Simone Vajda (host mom)

Pinneberg Bikers Visit Rockville
October 2008 – “For a truly wonderful week in 
October we experienced the first exchange visit 
of a group from Pinneberg visiting Rockville for 
a (mostly) biking excursion. Norm Hampton 
chaired the visit. He was assisted by Denny 
Freezer and Bill Michie of the Rockville Bike 
Advisory Committee (RBAC) and numerous 
others, including city staff. Pinneberg visitors 
included Klaus Behling, Hans Georg Beplat, 
Hans-Dietmar Bethke, Inge and Reimer Eck, 
Ingeborg and Bernd Hinrichs, Irmhild and 
Jürgen Kleinhans, Ursula, Roland, and Lau-
ra Reibold, and Margrit Ziegler. They were 
hosted in eight Rockville homes from October 
15th to 22nd, and...having our guests for a week 
of cycling was an extraordinary adventure.
	 “A bike excursion had been discussed for 
years, [and] we mobilized to show them that 
cycling in our area is not only feasible, but that 
we also have great places to ride, fantastic sights 

Pinneberg brought Red “FAHRRAD-
TOUR” cycling jackets for cyclists 

and hosts.



Sister Cities: Rockville, Maryland & Pinneberg, Germany | 60th ANNIVER SARY

Celebrating 60 Years (1957-2017)   1960th Anniversary

to see, and the facilities for a fun-filled week.
	 The Pinneberg group arrived…carrying 
distinctive red ‘FAHRRADTOUR’ cycling jackets 
for themselves and their hosts…
	 “Bikes came from host families, friends, 
and Bikes for the World. Bill Michie gave 
the first of several safety briefings before our 
first ride…. On our first full day of riding we 
explored the Millennium Trail, various Rockville 
neighborhoods, and the Sister City Friendship 
Bridge. The following day we biked from St. Mi-
chaels to Bellevue, then we continued by vehicle 
to Lewes, Delaware. The following day we toured 
by bike the historic areas of Lewes, the roads 
along Delaware Bay, and areas of beautiful and 
historically-significant Cape Henlopen State 
Park. On a day when our ‘FAHRRADTOUR’ jack-
ets were especially handy against the elements, 
we again braved the weather, riding the trail 
connecting Lewes to Rehoboth Beach and its 
resort atmosphere including the boardwalk.
	 “Sunday the 19th, we biked the trails and 
portions of Beach Drive which are closed to cars 
on weekends. We had a terrific picnic at Candy 
Cane City in Rock Creek Park, and returned in 
time for a Rooftop Reception presented by the 
RSCC and the City of Rockville atop the Arts and 
Innovation Building in Rockville Town Center.
	 “Tuesday the 21st was our final day of 
riding and a big one it was. We all converged 
on Bethesda near the Capital Crescent Trail. We 
then biked to Georgetown, along the waterfront 
and past many major sights, over the Poto-

mac River into Virginia, past Reagan National 
Airport, and to the Washington Sailing Marina 
in Alexandria, where we 
stopped for a lovely lunch. 
After lunch we loaded 
bikes on the van and re-
turned to Rockville for the 
Farewell Dinner hosted 
by our good friends from 
Pinneberg at Gordon 
Biersch restaurant in 
Rockville Town Center.
	 “On Wednesday the 
22nd, at various times 
and places, we sadly bid 
Auf Wiedersehen to our 
wonderful guests from 
Pinneberg. If they had half 
as much fun as we did, 
they returned to Germa-
ny with many pleasant 
memories of Rockville. 
Thanks go to the Rockville 
Recreation Department for providing the van 
and its hard-working drivers and loaders/un-
loaders: Jon McLaren and Gary Thompson.” 
– by Denny Freezer

November 2008 – Renate und Hans Georg 
Beplat helped celebrate Thanksgiving in Pinne-
berg: “Thursday we had 58 people partaking 
in (our annual) Turkey Meal. Take a look for 
yourself.”

Thank You Letter from 
DAGRP Bike Exchange Visitor

Dear friends in Rockville,
	 Now it is already two weeks that I am back 
from Rockville (time passes by so quickly!!) but 
memories of a marvelous time with all of you are 
still very strong and I would like to express again 
and again my feelings of thankfulness for all you 
have done for us! Yesterday for instance I tried 
to reconstruct our wonderful bike tours (thank 
Google Maps), and so I enjoyed them virtually 
again…
	 When I started working for the 
Deutsch-Amerikanische Gesellschaft Rock-
ville-Pinneberg in 2003 I had no idea at all what 
this engagement would give me back one day. 
NOW I KNOW! THANK YOU!” 
–  Hans-Dietmar Bethke, Pinneberg

(Below, left and right.) At the 
Thanksgiving Dinner – Cap Polonio 
Hotel, Pinneberg.
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9 January 2009 – Rotraut Bockstahler steps 

down as RSCC president, succeeded by Jim 
McConkey.

May 2009 – Pinneberg Bürgermeisterin Kristin 
Alheit visited Rockville with her son, Yannik, 
and father, Dr. Peter Alheit. It was her first visit 
to both the USA and Rockville. In addition to sight-
seeing in Washington, D.C., which included both 
Capitol and White House tours, and a reception in 
her honor, Mayor Alheit was able to spend some 
one-on-one time with Rockville Mayor Susan 
Hoffmann. Sally Sternbach’s tour of the Rock-
ville business incubator was of special interest to 
the Bürgermeisterin because of the possibility of 
establishing a similar venture in Pinneberg.

June 2009 – The American Goethe Society 
annually presents a Goethe Award to recognize 

Washington-area high school 
students along with their 
German language teachers 
for their outstanding achieve-
ments. Tony DeRosa, Foreign 
Language Resource Teacher 
at Wootton High School in 
Rockville, nominated Kevin 
Butts, who received his award 
June 4, 2009.

June 2009 – The City of 
Pinneberg held a one-day 
official celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the Deutsch-Amerikanische 
Gesellschaft Rockville-Pinne-

berg (DAGRP), which extended an invitation to 
City of Rockville officials and to members of the 
Rockville Sister City Corporation to come to Pin-
neberg and participate in the festivities. A group 
of exchange students from Wootton High School 
and James McConkey, president of the Rockville 
Sister City Corporation, attended and participated 
in the festivities.

June 2009 – Twelve students from Thomas 
S. Wootton High School visited Pinneberg on a 
three-week academic exchange. The group again 
was led by Wootton Foreign Language Resource 
Teacher, Tony DeRosa, who coordinated the visit 
with teachers in Pinneberg. This is the fifth time 
that DeRosa accompanied Wootton students to 
Pinneberg. Students stayed in Pinneberg with host 
families.
	 For the first time, students were hosted by 
students from two different schools. Both the 
Theodor-Heuss Gymnasium and the newly named 
and reorganized Grund- und Gemeinschaftsschule 
Pinneberg (formerly the Matthias-Claudius Re-
alschule) provided host accommodations for the 
Wootton group. Eight of the students stayed with 
the families of Pinneberg students they had hosted 
in Rockville, in October 2008.
	 Pinneberg host teachers Dorothea Stein-
mann and Ingeborg Hinrichs organized 
events and activities for the Rockville students. 
There were day trips in the area near Pinneberg, 
several days spent attending classes at the German 
schools, visits to Hamburg, and an overnight trip 
to visit Berlin.
	 “The exchange trip to Pinneberg was a 
wonderful experience for me. It gave me an 
opportunity to visit Germany that I would not 
have had otherwise, and the trip took the best 
form a visitor could ask for. Some tourists spend 
their time hopping from city to city, not staying 
long enough to get acquainted. By staying with 
a host family, we not only got to thoroughly 
explore Hamburg and Pinneberg, we got to see 
daily life in Germany. We rode bikes everywhere. 
We ate German food, and we were introduced 
to the German school system. This exchange 
trip was a wonderful and unique chance to step 
into someone else’s shoes, an opportunity we 
wouldn’t have had without the friendship be-
tween Rockville and Pinneberg.” – Beth Vaughn
	 “I could be long-winded and talk about all 
the specific ways in which this trip impacted 
me (swimming in the North Sea, for example, I 

2009 Ushers in Lots of Cultural Exchanges with Pinneberg

The Alheit family in 
Washington, D.C.
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found very cool), but I feel I can encapsulate the 
bigger picture, the ultimate meaning for me. The 
time I spent in the town of Pinneberg opened a 
window to a lovely, hitherto undiscovered cor-
ner of the world and put me in contact with – 
some for the first time, others, as a re-acquain-
tance – a beautiful group of people I very easily 
could have missed in this massive world. For 
this, I thank wholeheartedly the Rockville Sister 
City Corporation. Programs like this are exactly 
what our world needs, and I am grateful for 
having been able to take part.” – Kevin Butts
	 “This trip was revolutionary in a way. It’s 
hard to believe that 64 years ago we were at war 
with Germany and today we are sister cities. 
As the world becomes more globalized and 
interdependent, it is important, if not vital, that 
we have good relations with other countries and 
that we work together to help keep the world 
a peaceful place. A good relationship starts 
with a willingness to open up and accept each 
others’ differences but also includes having a 
willingness to try new things. My grandparents’ 
generation might not have been able to get 
along with Germany, but that doesn’t mean that 
my generation can’t. I feel so lucky to have been 
a part of a program that is working to facilitate 
friendships not war. I’m so happy that my fellow 
classmates and I enjoyed our trip so much, and I 
think we all realized that we probably have more 
in common with a kid from across the world 
than we thought!” – Maria Goldberg

September 2009 – Reports by Wootton High 
School Students Laura Michelotti, Alana Press 

and Jake Rostomyan (who recently returned 
from their Pinneberg exchange) were presented 
at the Annual RSCC Membership Meeting. The re-
ports told about the impact their exchange had on 
their young lives and the perspectives they gained.

Pinneberg Students Visit Rockville
September/October 2009 – Eight students and 
two teachers from Pinneberg visited Thomas S. 
Wootton High School in Rockville. One partici-
pant in last year’s swim team training, Clemens 
Kaiser, arrived to stay for the entire 2009/10 
school year and attended Richard Montgomery 
High School.
	 Jerol and Tom Briggs hosted Ingeborg 
Hinrichs and Silke Werner, the two wonderfully 
dedicated teachers leading the group. The guests 
attended a welcoming reception at the home of 
Rotraut and Larry Bockstahler. Maryland 

Tony DeRosa (left) being fêted by 
DAGRP President Bernd Hinrichs.
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State Sen. Jennie Forehand 
dropped by to welcome the 
visitors, in support of our RSCC 
exchange program.
        The student group pro-
gram included visits to Wash-
ington, D.C., Baltimore, Mount 
Vernon, and touring Rockville 
by bike. One eagerly anticipat-
ed side trip was a three-day 
visit to New York City. They also 
participated in three regular 
school days at Wootton.
	 The Rockville Mayor 
and Council welcomed the 
students, teachers and host 

families at a public event. RSCC extended thanks 
to the Rockville host families that opened their 
homes and hearts to our guests from Pinneberg.
	 Some comments from the Pinneberg student 
visitors, which they wrote for their home newspa-
per, the Pinneberger Tageblat…
	 “In comparison to our Real-Schule 
(GUGS-Pinneberg), Wootton High is a giant, be-
cause here more than 2000 students are offered 
an education. The American system seems to be 
much simpler. For example, tardiness will not 
be handled by teachers but by a secretary at the 
school reception desk. The teacher just has to 
conduct his/her teaching activities and nothing 
else. Each classroom is equipped with a beam-
er board, which allows direct projections and 
writing electronically using a pointer (mouse).” 
– Fabian
	 “Since students attend selected classes on a 
daily schedule, the whole school system seems to 
function much more easily. After school many 
activities and clubs, such as football, cheer-
leading, music, and band, can be attended or 
participated in.” – Kristina

Pinneberg Exchange Student 
is Top Swimmer at Richard 
Montgomery High School
October 2009 – Clemens Kaiser was an 
exchange student at Richard Montgomery High 

School and a competitive member of the Rockville 
Municipal Swim Center’s top-ranked team. He 
swam in a regional competition at the University of 
Maryland and completed his heat with the winning 
time of 4:12.78 in the 400-meter medley. He was 
the house guest of Rockvillians Kris and Kristin 
Dighe. His favorite subject at Richard Montgomery 
was his class in engineering. Silvia and Bernd 
Kaiser, Clemens’ parents, were in Rockville as 
the guests of Ted and Pat Reuther during the 
summer 2008 visit of the Pinneberg swim team. 
Bernd and Ted were the coordinators who planned 
the Pinneberg swim team visit that summer, and 
the friendship that developed between the Kaiser 
and Reuther families remains an attainment of one 
of the key goals of the RSCC.

October 2009 – RSCC celebrated its first annual 
German-American Day dinner at the Old Europe 
Restaurant. German-American Day commemo-
rates the founding of the first German community 
in Colonial America in 1683. (The holiday was 
originally celebrated in the 19th century but died 
out during World War I, when anti-German senti-
ment ran high. It was revived in 1983 by President 
Ronald Reagan.) During a break in the meal, Gary 
Grassl, president of the German-American Her-
itage Society, gave a very interesting talk on Ger-
mans in early America focusing on the Jamestown 
colony in the early part of the 17th century. Among 
the guests were Ingeborg Hinrichs and Silke 
Werner (teachers accompanying the Pinneberg 
students visiting Rockville), and Phyllis Marcuc-
cio, mayor of Rockville.

November 2009 – Celebrating Thanksgiving with 
an elaborate candlelight turkey dinner at the Cap 
Polonio, Pinneberg’s famous inn and restaurant, 
has become an annual event and a proud sister 
city tradition. It is more than symbolic to celebrate 
this American holiday in Pinneberg. It is a festive 
event eagerly anticipated by the members of the 
German-American Society Rockville-Pinneberg. 
Last year, about 60 people signed up and about half 
of them were newcomers.

(L to R): Ingeborg Hinrichs, Jim 
McConkey, Silke Werner.

Clemens Kaiser – super swimmer.
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January – Brigitta Mullican visited with Bernd 
and Ingeborg Hinrichs for two days. While 
staying with the Hinrichs, a party was held. Sur-
prisingly, Margrit and Jürgen Ziegler were in 
attendance. The Zieglers had been teaching Ger-
man in China to students in the seventh, eighth, 
and tenth grade classes in the Foreign Language 
School, and coincidentally were in Pinneberg 
during their Chinese New Year vacation. Also at 
the party were former DAGRP President Hans 
Georg Beplat and his wife, Renate.
	 “All of our Pinneberg associates asked me to 
give their greetings to all their friends in Rock-
ville.” – Brigitta Mullican

January – Brigitta Mullican and George 
Albrecht visit former Pinneberg Bürgermeister 
Horst-Werner Nitt, his wife Angelika and their 
son, Manuel, in Bayreuth, Germany.
	 Brigitta was visiting relatives and friends 
across Germany, and George was on a work 
assignment in Bavaria. The Pinneberg-Rockville 
connection remains alive and well, even in Bavar-
ia! (Prost!)

March 7-14 – A delegation of Pinneberg dignitar-
ies, 12 members of the Deutsche Amerikanische 
Gesellschaft Rockville-Pinneberg (DAGRP), and 
newspaper reporters from Pinneberg visit Rock-
ville to help celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
incorporation of Rockville as a city and the 25th 
anniversary of the founding of the Rockville Sister 
City Corporation.
	 On March 10th, dignitaries and representa-
tives from Rockville, Pinneberg and members of 
both the RSCC and the DAGRP gathered at Glen-
view Mansion for special remarks and presenta-
tions.  At the ceremony, Pinneberg’s Bürgermeis-
terin Kristin Alheit presented a portrait of the 
Rockville Rose (a work by Pinneberg artist Detlef 
Allenberg) to Mayor Phyllis Marcuccio.  Mayor 
Marcuccio recounted what RSCC brought to Rock-
ville and its citizens through the partnership with 
Pinneberg. She was followed by Mayor Alheit, who 

summarized the meaning of the partnership to the 
city of Pinneberg.
	 DAGRP’s President, Bernd Hinrichs, then 
presented the gift of a silver-plated rose to RSCC 
and outlined his vision for the future of the rela-
tionship.
	 City Horticulturist Rob Orndorff discussed 
his plans to plant the actual roses in a garden 
bed around the sundial on the Glenview Mansion 
grounds.
	 Then RSCC President James McConkey 
recounted the history of RSCC and its sister city 
partnership. Several past presidents also de-
scribed the activities and accomplishments of the 
partnership over the past quarter century.
	 Following the closing remarks by President 

McConkey, RSCC hosted a reception at 
the Mansion.
	 RSCC members and their German 
guests also attended the Rockville City 
Celebration in Town Square later that 
evening.

The Rockville Rose
April – “What’s in a name? That which 
we call a rose by any other name would 
smell as sweet.”
— William Shakespeare
	 “In 2007, Pinneberg, Germany, 
in recognition of the 50th Anniversary 
of the Sister City relationship with Rockville, 

2010 Sister City Highlights Are Many

The Hinrichs, Beplats and Zieglers.

The Nitt family.
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designated a variety of grandiflora rose as the 
Rockville Rose. I was asked, as the Horticulturist 
for Rockville, to procure the rose and plant it 
in a prominent place within the city. Finding a 
prominent place was easy; it was procuring the 
rose that would be difficult… I learned some-
thing about the rose trade. All roses, in commer-
cial trade, are patented and use battle names; 
in 1993 the rose was patented in the United 
States by Conrad Pyle and given the battle name 
Cardinal Song...all that was needed was to find a 
nursery that could supply Cardinal Song (a.k.a. 
the Rockville Rose). 
	 “This led me to contact Conrad-Pyle, who 
held the U.S. patent, to see if they would supply 
the rose. They said they could, [and] said it 
would take a year from the spring of 2008 to 
grow the roses…. It wasn’t until February 2009, 
when I inquired as to when the roses would 
be shipped, that I learned that they no longer 
had the stock and hadn’t grown any roses. They 
would not be able to provide the roses. I had 
expected, at the very least, someone would 
have contacted me in 2007 or 2008…. I wasn’t 
ready to give up on finding the rose in the US, 
[so] I search[ed] the Internet!... Success! The 
first grower I contacted, J. C. Bakker & Sons Ltd, 
located in Ontario, said they did indeed grow 
Cardinal Song (a.k.a. the Rockville Rose) and 
could provide it in the spring.

	 “On March 10th, [2010] in front of the 
Mayor of Rockville, the Bürgermeisterin 
of Pinneberg, members of the Sister City 
Corporation, City staff, and the press, 
I told this story of why there was no 
Rockville Rose in the formal gardens with 
a promise that a supply had been found 
and would be planted soon.
	 “I am pleased to report that on April 
14th, 2010, 25 official Rockville Roses 
were received and planted with the 1984 
Pinneberg Roses around the sundial in 

the formal gardens at the Rockville Civic Center 
Park...a testimony of the continued friendship 
between citizens of Pinneberg and Rockville.” – 
by Rob Orndorff, Rockville City Horticulturist

June – Rotraut Bockstahler reported that 
the Rockville Chorus left the USA on June 1 and 
returned on June 12, 2010, after a wonderful time 
in Germany. The chorus entertained in civic audi-
toriums, village squares, and in several beautiful 
churches, and was under the musical guidance of 
Bryan Seith. A group of about 25 singers traveled 
to Pinneberg to perform in three concerts: one at 
City Hall on June 6 with the Pinneberg Women’s 
Chorus and the Glee Club; the next on June 9 at 
Hamburg’s St. Michael Cathedral; and finally with 
the Music School Youth Orchestra and Choir at the 
beautiful baroque church in Rellingen on June 
11. Years ago Bob Nelson, a former RSCC direc-
tor, conceived the idea of sending the Rockville 
Chorus to Pinneberg, and it finally happened! For 
the chorus members, the highlight of the trip was 
living with their Pinneberg host families whose 
hospitality was unsurpassed.

Host Family and Guest Forge Friendship 
June – “On June 6, 2010, the Rockville Chorus 
visited Pinneberg, Germany, and was greeted 
with a warm welcome by the Bürgermeisterin 
and city officials. During our week I had the 
good fortune to stay with the Glismann family, 
all of whom spoke excellent English. Norbert 
Glismann installs and services high-speed 
mail sorting equipment throughout Germany; 
Elke is an attorney in a Hamburg bank; and 
15-year-old Katja is a talented violinist and the 
only child of a Pinneberg host family to play in 
the youth orchestra. I also had the great pleasure 
to meet Elke’s father, Siegfried Sonneborn, 
a retiree, who took me to several events where 
Siegfried and I spent hours exchanging experi-
ences about WWII.
	 “The Glismann family and Siegfried toured 
several states on the West Coast during the sum-
mer of 2010, but this year they decided to visit 
the East Coast and Rockville. The week before 
Easter they returned to visit New York City and 
then made their first visit to Rockville.
	 “My youngest son Brian, his wife Laurie, 
and their daughters Erica and Jillian joined 
the Glismanns for a day tour of Washington, 

Pinneberg visitors at a March 
social event. From left to right: 
Jürgen Kleinhans (guest of Jim 

McConkey), Annette Gaul (guest 
of Brigitta Mullican), and Bernd 

Hinrichs (president, DAGRP).

Bürgermeisterin Alheit’s son,  
Yannik, presents the silver-plated 
rose to the RSCC in commemora-

tion of its 25th anniversary. It is on 
display at Rockville City Hall.
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D.C., and another day visiting Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor. My wife Anne and I escorted the Glis-
manns, Brian’s family, and our oldest son Fred 
and his wife Barbara on a delightful Potomac 
River evening dinner cruise. The group attended 
Easter Sunday services at Faith Methodist Church 
and enjoyed dinner at our home. We have estab-
lished a bond that hopefully will result in more 
exchange visits. Thanks to the Rockville Sister 
City Corporation for promoting such cultural 
and personal exchanges.” – by Jim Sadler

October 3 – The German-American Day celebra-
tion was held in the Ratskeller Room of the Old 
Europe Restaurant at 2434 Wisconsin Ave. NW, in 
Washington, D.C.
Early Spring – To start the year, Wootton High 
School hosted a group of students from the 
Theodor Heuss Schule. About the same time, RSCC 
members hosted a clarinet ensemble from the 
Pinneberg Musikschule, who gave a concert at the 
Glenview Mansion with a similar group from the 
Maryland Classical Youth Orchestra. The National 
Philharmonic graciously welcomed this group and 
their hosts with a concert at the Strathmore Music 

Center.
	 RSCC reached out to the Rockville communi-
ty, which led to the production and taping of a TV 
broadcast about the efforts of our nonprofit corpo-
ration on Channel 19 TV Access Montgomery. We 
also initiated a project to support sending Rock-
ville’s performing youth troupe, “The Finest!” to 
Pinneberg in 2012. RSCC pledged $5,000 towards 
this worthwhile project and encouraged private 
donations from its members and city residents.

New plantings of the Rockville Rose 
at the Rockville Civic Center.

Jim Sadler (composer in residence) 
and Bryan Seith (conductor), left, 
with Rockville Chorus.

RSCC President Jim McConkey on 
German-American Day.




