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Rockville Sister City Corporation – President’s Letter

The Value of Participation in the Rockville Sister City Program

 I want to take this opportunity to let you know why your participation in the Rockville sister 
city program and membership in the Rockville Sister City Corporation (RSCC) is so important.
 Over many years, Rockville families have opened our homes to numerous visitors from 
our sister city, Pinneberg. Pinneberg, in turn, has hosted Rockville friends and families with 
welcome arms. As President Dwight D. Eisenhower envisioned it, we have a true people-to-peo-
ple program. There was no economic basis for our original decision in 1957 to establish Rock-

ville’s sister city relationship. The citizens of Rockville wanted to reach out and enjoy new 
experiences of language, culture, food and most of all, friendship. Anyone can sit home 
and watch television and gain nothing from the experience. Putting one’s self in front of 
someone from a distant land, whose lifestyle is markedly different from yours, is exciting, 
interesting and adds value to your own life experience.

 To continue to provide these life-enhancing, even life-changing experiences, our cit-
izens need to take advantage of the opportunities that the Rockville sister city program 
provides, like visits to Pinneberg and for hosting visitors from Pinneberg. In broaden-
ing its membership base and fundraising sources, RSCC seeks to make these activities 
more accessible for those who participate. We have kept our membership dues low to 
encourage even more participation. We endeavor to provide great experiences for our 
Pinneberg guests, but those experiences require the support of Rockville citizens. Visitors 
from Rockville always have been treated royally by our Pinneberg hosts — and Rockville 
always tries to reciprocate.

 If you haven’t been an active member of the Rockville sister city program, I encourage 
you to participate. Help the program remain vital through your continuing membership in the 
RSCC and, a few times each year, join the program for social activities so you can get to meet and 
better know others in the Rockville community and our good friends in Pinneberg.

 The Rockville Sister City Corporation is an all-volunteer program. Our members are not 
compensated for their time and efforts. So when the RSCC reaches out to you and asks for your 
participation in its events and activities, to volunteer to serve on its Board of Directors or asks 
you to be a goodwill ambassador to your community or overseas, I encourage you to do so.

 Please help Rockville make the Rockville Sister City Corporation the very best sister city 
organization it can be — and you too will be as enriched by the experience as those in Rockville, 
who currently participate.

Sincerely,

Drew Powell, 
President,
Rockville Sister City Corporation
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German Embassy Letter Translated into English

Greetings on the 60th anniversary of the partnership between 
Rockville/USA and Pinneberg/Germany.

On the 60th anniversary of the city partnership between Rockville and  
Pinneberg, I send my best wishes.
The connection between Germany and the United States of America arises 
from a long-lasting friendship. Both countries share common historical ex-
periences, basic democratic values   and interests, and are formed by a variety 
of economic, political and cultural relations. This strong partnership will 
continue to be crucial for the freedom, security and economic success of both 
countries. Against this backdrop, a close personal and trusting network is a 
fundamental pillar of the stability and success of transatlantic relations. The 
city partnership between Rockville and Pinneberg is an important contribu-
tion to this goal.
As one of the pioneers of transatlantic city partnerships, which is character-
ized by particularly lively contact and active mutual exchange, both cities 
contribute in particular to the preservation and renewal of the close rela-
tionship between Germany and the USA. The deep, friendly bond between 
Rockville and Pinneberg is a living example of successful civil society com-
mitment and an exemplary understanding between people.
In this spirit, I congratulate you, the citizens of Pinneberg and Rockville, on 
the 60th anniversary of your partnership and wish you all the best in the 
future to continue strengthening our German-American friendship.

(Ambassador Peter Wittig is Germany’s highest-ranking representative to 
the U.S. government. He represents German interests in the United States 
and works to foster and deepen German-American relations in the political, 
economic and cultural spheres. He has been Germany’s Ambassador to the 
United States since April 30, 2014. – Translation by George Albrecht)
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Congratulations from the Maryland Governor’s Office
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Congratulations from Pinneberg’s Mayor and the DAGRP President
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Our Pinneberg Counterparts

Bürgermeister Glissmann (1962)   

Henry Glissmann briefs Pinneberg representatives. 

Bürgermeisterin Steinberg (Today)

Urte Steinberg unveils a bridge named for former Pinne-
berg Mayor Hans Hermann Kath.

DAGRP (1984)     DAGRP (Today)

Initial DAGRP board meeting: From left: Helga Nolte, Rufin 
Teichmann, Reinhard Lück, Dr. Hartmut Nolte, Klaus May, 
Bernd Tempelmann, Dr. Joachim Toussaint, Sigrid Swartz. 

From left: Bernd Hinrichs, Hans-Dietmar Bethke, Felicitas 
Lorenz, Herbert Hoffmann, Margrit Ziegler, Michael Patt, 
Birgit Drechsler, Bianca Mende.
(Photo credit: Bastian Fröhlig, Pinneberger Tageblatt)

Es gibt nichts Wertvolleres 
auf der Welt als wahre 
Freundschaft.

There is nothing on this 
earth more to be prized 
than true friendship.
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 President Vice President Secretary Treasurer
 Drew Powell Brigitta Mullican Steve Fisher Marika Brown*
 

 Director Director Director Director
 Gerrie Checkon Chris Malone Wayne Savage Bingjib “Bing” Huang
 

 Director Director Director Director
 John “Jack” Rodgers Bob Wright Nancee Simonson Elizabeth von Kaenel
  

 Director Director Director
 Ying Chen Steve Van Grack* Gilbert Santiago*
  

 M&C Council Liaison  City Liaison
 Councilmember Kathleen Conway
Beryl Feinberg                                         *Denotes Rockville Mayor and Council Appointee

 

Rockville Sister City Corporation – Board of Directors

“You can study 
government and politics 

in school, but the best way 
to really understand the 

process is to volunteer 
your time.”

– Rob McKenna
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Mayors Who Have Served – Since Our Sister City Formation

Rockville
Dickran Y. Hovsepian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1954-1958
Alexander J. Greene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1958-1962
Frank A. Ecker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1962-1968
Achilles M. Tuchtan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1968-1972
Matthew J. McCartin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1972-1974
William E. Hanna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1974-1982
John R. Freeland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1982-1984
Viola D. Hovesepian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1984-1985
Steven Van Grack  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1985-1987
Douglas M. Duncan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1987-1993
James F. Coyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1993-1995
Rose G. Krasnow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1995-2001
Larry Giammo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2001-2007
Susan R. Hoffmann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2007-2009
Phyllis R. Marcuccio  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2009-2013
Bridget Donnell Newton  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2013-present

RSCC
Brigitta Mullican  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1986-1989
Marilyn Freeland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1989-1991
Leah Barnett  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1991-1992
Jim Patrician  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1992-1993
Liz von Kaenel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1993-1994
Brigitta Mullican  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1994-1995
Donna Hill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1995-1996
David L’Heureux  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1996-2007
Rotraut Bockstahler  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2008-2009
Jim McConkey  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2009-2012
Brigitta Mullican  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2012-2015
Jack Rodgers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2015-2015
Chris Malone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2015-2016
Drew Powell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2016-present

Pinneberg
Henry Glissmann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1950-1963
Hans-Hermann Kath  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1963-1990
Jan Nevermann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1990-1996
Herbert Hoffmann (Acting) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1996-1996
Bernd Schroeder (Acting) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1996-1996
Horst-Werner Nitt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1996-2008
Kristin Alheit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2008-2012
Klaus Seyfert (Acting)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2012-2012
Urte Steinberg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2013-present

DAGRP
Prof. Dr. Hartmut Nolte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1984-1992
Carl-Ulrich Bremer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1992-1996
Dr. Dr. Klaus Behling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1996-2002
Hans Georg Beplat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2002-2007
Bernd Hinrichs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2007-present

Society Presidents 

Bürgermeister Henry Glissmann 
and Mayor Dickran Hovsepian.

Would like a photo here.
You pick.

A newly erected Rockville sign 
indicates the connection with 
Pinneberg, Germany, circa 1987.

RSCC    = Rockville Sister City Corporation
DAGRP = Deutsch-Amerikanische Gesellschaft Rockville-Pinneberg
 (German-American Society, Rockville-Pinneberg)
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 Our 50th anniversary was celebrated with 
much joy and delight on both sides of the Atlantic.

March 24, 2007 – Bob Nelson and his son, 
Bob, Jr., journeyed to Pinneberg to bring greet-
ings to the Männergesangverein (Men’s Chorus) 
and its president, Erhard Schimanski, at the 
club’s 150th anniversary. Bob presented letters 
from the Rockville Community Chorus and the 
Rockville Men’s Chorus, as well as a plaque from 
the Rockville Sister City Corporation, all conveying 
greetings and congratulations to their counter-
parts in Pinneberg.

June 2007 – Ted and Pat Reuther explore 
their German roots during the 50th anniversary 
celebration in Pinneberg. Ted’s mother (Anna 
Dieckman) was born in Winseldorf and her birth 
was registered in Ellerbek, Pinneberg County. The 
family roots now extend for five generations!

June 1, 2007 – A ceremony in honor of the 
anniversary with unveiling of a commemorative 
plaque took place in front of Pinneberg’s City Hall. 
Pinneberg artist Detlef Allenberg designed the 
logo of the sister city partnership in the 1980s. 
Since then, it serves also as the logo in Rockville. 
For the anniversary, he created a commemorative 
plaque by including the motif of the logo into his 
design of a brass relief. The foreground of two 
heraldic lions protecting the crests of both cities 
is set against a half circle of rays of light. A looped 

banner connects both cities with each other.
 The anniversary plaque is triangular in its 
outer form, but is completed into an imaginary 
square by a second triangular relief. This second 
relief, identical in form and size, is Pinneberg’s 
anniversary gift to Rockville and therefore in-
vokes the image of a bridge of friendship between 
the two cities. The geometric forms of square and 
circle symbolize the highest perfection. These 
forms are achieved by putting the two triangles 
and two half circles together.
 Retrospectively applied to our two cities, it 
means many citizens of both cities have made 
important contributions over the past 50 years to 
achieve the current status of a relationship that is 
characterized by lasting and deepening friend-
ships.
 The brass relief, displayed prom-
inently in front of Pinneberg’s City 
Hall, not only serves as a remind-
er of a successful past, but to 
inspire new projects and 
plans for both the cities 
of Pinneberg and 
Rockville.
 The photo below shows the Rockville dele-
gation in Pinneberg in June 2007. The extreme 
friendliness and hospitality shown by Pinneberg’s 
host families to all visiting Rockvillians was a 
supreme indication of the tight bonds between 
our two cities.

2007 Begins Another Decade as “Friends Across the Ocean”

“Friends Across the Ocean”

200
7

Both cities have made 
important contributions 
over the past 50 years to 
achieve the current status 
of a relationship that is 
characterized by lasting 
and deepening friendships.



14  Celebrating 60 Years (1957-2017)   

60th ANNIVER SARY  | Sister Cities: Rockville, Maryland & Pinneberg, Germany

60th Anniversary

Impressions from the June 
2007 visit to Pinneberg

Janice Solomon: “The best 
way to experience another 
culture is to spend time with 
the residents. It is a rare and 
wonderful opportunity to 
travel this way. Transportation, 
parties, and excursions with 
English-speaking tour guides 
were arranged for us; we were 
greeted by top officials and 
were treated like royalty! ...I 
did not think that I would get 
to know people so well in a 
short time, but by the end of the 
week I felt as if I had known 
my friends in Pinneberg for 

years. After just a few days, we called our host 
family, Drs. Klaus and Sigrid Behling, ‘Mom’ 
and ‘Dad’ because they treated us like family, 
provided for all of our needs, made sure we ate 
delicious and healthy meals, and worried about 
us getting lost.”

Liz von Kaenel: “In my many visits to Pinne-
berg, I have formed friendships with the mem-
bers for the DAGRP that are as close as those I 

have here in the States. I am 
always amazed by the kindness 
and hospitality shown to us on 
our visits.”

Jim McConkey: “I really en-
joyed the time with my Pinne-
berg hosts, Dr. Jürgen Klein-
hans and his wife Irmhilde. 
It was a very fortunate choice of 
host families, because we had 
many common interests and 
had much time to discuss many 
topics. We both had a chance 

to practice our language skills...some of the best 
moments were not in the sights seen, but rather 
in the meals and coffee/beer breaks shared with 
very warm and friendly people. I got to know a 

few more of the people from Pinneberg, though I 
regret that we couldn’t spend more time getting 
to meet and converse with more people. The 
people-to-people aspect of the celebration was 
certainly a great success, and isn’t that one of 
the primary purposes of the partnership?”

 Pinneberg presented the City of Rockville 
with a special hybrid called the Rockville Rose.
 “The creation of the Rockville Rose was a 
special gift from the City of Roses and we [will] 
plant the bush in the Rockville garden outside 
City Hall. That and the logo plaque will make 
lasting reminders of the close bonds between 
our people. We still need to find ways to get the 
vast majority of Rockville residents more aware 
of the partnership and the benefits of getting to 
know another people and their culture.” Former 
RSCC President, Jim McConkey

October 2007 – The pedestrian/bicycle bridge 
across I-270 at MD Rt. 28 is dedicated and named 
“Sister City Friendship Bridge.” A Rockville City 
resolution declares October 2007 to be “Sister City 
Month.”

October 5-11, 2007: Celebration in Rockville
• A 40-member delegation from Pinneberg (led 

by DAGRP President Bernd Hinrichs) arrives 
in Rockville, including a journalist from the 
Pinneberg newspaper.

• Among the activities scheduled were visiting 
Mount Vernon and the state capitol at Annap-
olis, an evening at the opera, the official cere-
mony and a gala at the newly opened Rockville 
Library.

• “Pinnebergers are bringing copies of a Chronik, 
which honors the Sister City Partnership that 
was founded after the Second World War….” 
[RSCC Newsletter, January 2008]

• U.S. Army Capt. Inge (Vandrey) Brown was 
among many reuniting with Pinneberg friends, 
in this case Reimer and Inge Eck.

• A major highlight of the visit from our dear 
friends in Pinneberg to Rockville was the pre-
sentation of a triangular plaque that is identical 

Pinneberg Bürgermeister Nitt 
presents the “Rockville Rose”

to Mayor Giammo

The pedestrian/bicycle bridge 
across I-270 at MD Rt. 28 is 

dedicated and named “Sister 
City Friendship Bridge.”
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to one found in Pinneberg. Together they create 
a solid and sturdy square, meant to symbolize 
the way in which our two cities form a whole. 
The plaque in Rockville can be found in the 
southeast corner of Town Square. Please pay it a 
visit!

December 2007 – 
President David L’Heureux 
steps down as RSCC Presi-
dent after 11 years.

Forty-member delegation from 
Pinneberg arrives in Rockville.

Past-president David 
L’Heureux being honored 
at a Mayor and Council 
meeting for his tireless 
dedication to RSCC. Plaque presented to Rockville.

Sister City Friendship Bridge, a pe-
destrian/bicycle bridge located on 
MD Rt. 28 spanning the 10 lanes 
across I-270 in Rockville.
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January 2008 – Rotraut Bockstahler is elect-
ed new RSCC president.

February 2008 – Rockville’s Sister City Friend-
ship Bridge is recognized as one of the most 
bicycle and pedestrian-friendly new projects in 
Maryland by the One Less Car organization during 
the 11th Annual Maryland Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Symposium.

March 2008 – In conjunction with RSCC’s 16th 
Annual Spring Wine Tasting, former RSCC Presi-
dent David L’Heureux was honored for his long-
term contributions to the success of the RSCC. 
Awards and congratulatory letters were presented 
to David by Mayor Susan Hoffmann and RSCC 
President Rotraut Bockstahler.

May 2008 – RSCC assisted Peerless 
Rockville with the 2008 house tour;   
two houses were attended to by RSCC 
teams. The historic houses were 
located on Baltimore Road in East 
Rockville. Pat and Jack Rodgers 
captained one house and Rotraut 
Bockstahler the other. Eileen McGu-
ckian, Peerless executive director, is 
shown “bringing out some goodies.”

June 2008 – Bryan Seith reported: “I left 
Maryland for Germany on June 27 to participate 

in a 4-week National Endowment for the Hu-
manities Summer Institute for Teachers which 
I was invited to attend. I was one of 25 teachers 
selected to receive grants to study the life, music 
and impact of J.S. Bach…
 “My wife, Michele, joined me and the group 
during the last week of the institute after which 
she and I traveled to Rockville’s Sister City, Pin-
neberg, where we stayed with our hosts, Bernd 
and Ingeborg Hinrichs for 4 days. We had a 
wonderful time learning about Pinneberg and 
the surrounding area (much of it on bicycle!), 
spending a delightful time with Margrit and 
Jürgen Ziegler at their home for afternoon tea.
 “While in Pinneberg, we met with the direc-
tor of the City’s Youth Orchestra, Music School 
director, and Men’s Chorus director to explore 
musical exchange possibilities for both Rockville 
and Pinneberg musical groups. I think the meet-
ing was very productive and many wonderful 
ideas were discussed.
 “Michele and I returned to the United States 
[and were] very grateful to have had the oppor-
tunity to visit our Sister City in Germany.”

July-August 2008 – Twelve young members of 
the Pinneberg Swim Club participated in a two-
week-long swim training camp at the Rockville 
Municipal Swim Center. Rockville’s Swim Center 
Superintendent Mark Eldridge and Head Coach 
Dave Greene are thanked for making the train-
ing facilities available. Pinneberg’s representatives 
are Head Coach Arndt Jungclaus and the trip 
coordinator and organizer Bernd Kaiser, who 
is also the parent of one of the swimmers. The 
group of four young women (between ages 13 and 
17) and five young men (between ages 15 and 16) 
is also accompanied by a female attendant and 
chaperone, Claudia Schnell. A serious training 
schedule occupied the swimmers most mornings 
during the week with sightseeing and other activi-
ties reserved for the afternoons.
 As a farewell gift, the Pinneberg swim team 
put together a 40-minute CD presentation describ-

200
8 2008 Brings Many Sharing Activities with Pinneberg

Mayor Hoffman presenting an 
award to former RSCC President 

David L’Heureux.

Peerless’s Eileen 
McGuckian brings 

out the goodies.
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ing their lasting memories of the summer training 
camp in Rockville.

The Joys of Hosting
 “During the Pinneberg swim team visit, it 
was my pleasure to have both of the coaches stay 
with me. I hope that they had as good a time at 
my house as I had, acting as host. Since both 
wanted to improve their English speaking skills, 
very little German was spoken. Comparing what 
is thought of ‘us’ versus what most Americans 
think of ‘them’ was fun and interesting… I 
discovered that Germans do not like to drink 
root beer, Dr. Pepper, or Cherry Coke, are so-so 
about chunky peanut butter, say that their beer, 
bread, and rolls are much better, while our 
orange juice and melons top what is available 
in Germany. Hosting is fun and eye-opening. I 
recommend that our members volunteer for this 
experience.” – by Liz von Kaenel

Swim Team Exchange: 
A Wonderful Experience of Hospitality 
and an Exceptional activity Program
 “A group of nine young swimmers and their 
three chaperones from Pinneberg visited Rock-
ville as part of the Sister City program promoting 
the exchanges of young people between the two 
Sister Cities.
 “Theo Reuther on behalf of the RSCC 
and Bernd Kaiser from the Pinneberg swim 
team took over the responsibility of making all 
necessary arrangements. By intensive e-mail 
correspondence and telephone contacts between 
November 2007 and March 2008 all major 
arrangements for the trip were made.
 “But all the preliminary work paid off. It al-
ready started with a warm welcome at the Wash-
ington airport and a well-organized transport to 
Rockville. All members of our swim team group 
were accommodated by wonderful host families 
with generous hospitality. We spent more than 
two weeks in Rockville and in the Washington 
metropolitan area.
 “Apart from an intensive sightseeing sched-
ule in Washington, D.C., we visited Baltimore, 

spent a great day at the Six Flags amusement 
park and watched a baseball game of the Wash-
ington Nationals.
 “But of course, we also loved the atmo-
sphere in the Rockville neighborhood. The 
perfect and daily transportation service by the 
host families, by Theo and Pat Reuther and by 
Jon McLaren from the City of Rockville, made it 
very comfortable for us to get a good impression 
of your nice city and its vicinity. We even had a 
chance to express our thanks to Mayor Susan 
Hoffmann during a welcome ceremony at City 
Hall. The free use of the excellent swim training 
and gym facilities at the municipal swim center 
gave us a great opportunity to train together 
with the local athletes and to get in contact with 
various coaches of the RMSC, which was a great 
experience for our swimmers and coaches.
 “Even more important however was the 
time we spent with our host families. All our 
hosts took great care of us and we felt like real 
family members. We got a good insight into 
American family life and made many new 
friends. And this of course is the most important 
point of such a visit to a foreign country. The 
days in Rockville were a wonderful experience 
for all of us. For most of our young swimmers it 
was the first time in the U.S. but probably not the 
last time, because they all were thrilled about 
the trip. The only sad moment was when we had 
to say Good Bye after two unforgettable weeks 
in Rockville.” – by Bernd Kaiser, Pinneberg

Jürgen and Margrit Ziegler, Inge-
borg and Bernd Hinrichs, Michele 
and Bryan Seith.
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September/October 2008 – Twelve students 
from Pinneberg’s Theodor Heuss Gymnasium 
(High School) visited Wootton High School in 
Rockville. The group was accompanied by two 
chaperones/teachers (Dorothea Steinmann 
and Kerstin Schräder), who stayed with RSCC 
Director Gerrie Checkon.
 It had been several years since the last stu-
dent exchange, and members of both sister cities 
expressed a desire to reactivate them. Stephanie 
Wright, Jerol Briggs and Gerrie Checkon 
worked with Tony DeRosa (in Rockville) and 
Angelika Krämer (in Pinneberg) to make the 
exchange happen.
 The exchange students participated in class-
room activities, a school project, attended a home 
football game, were welcomed by the Mayor and 
Council, toured the White House, visited Mount 
Vernon and Baltimore, spent several days touring 
Washington, D.C., hiked along the C&O Canal, 
swam at the city’s indoor pool, and shopped at an 
outlet mall.
 Host families warmly welcomed the German 
students. They introduced them to family life 
here doing such varied activities as sailing on the 
Chesapeake Bay, attending a baseball game, shop-
ping, horseback riding, going to a rock concert, 
and playing football. One family even celebrated 
Thanksgiving in October for their guest.

Pinneberg Students Visit 
Wootton High School
 “When Jason came home from school one 
day and asked: ‘Mom, Dad, do you want to host 
an exchange student from Germany?’ Naturally, 

we were curious and wanted to 
know more about the program. 
Many questions needed to be 
answered: Who’s staying at our 
house, what our responsibilities 
as a host family are, will my child 
go to Germany next year? These 
questions were answered at a host 
family meeting with Mr. DeRosa 
and the Sister City Corporation of 
Rockville.

 “Each German student wrote a letter to 
their host family, and Jason picked Simon to stay 
with us. The e-mails between Simon and my 
sons began and the boys became friends…  The 
FES (Foreign Exchange Students) as we called 
them arrived Friday night. It was pouring rain 
and dark We got to know each other and stayed 
up way past midnight. Everyone was very excit-
ed and no one could go to sleep.
 “The sister city had many events organized 
for the FES: Mount Vernon, shopping in Lees-
burg, trips to D.C., Baltimore aquarium, New 
York and other fun events. The students went to 
our Wootton football games and fit right in with 
the Patriot fans.
 “When it was time to say Auf Wiederseh-
en, tears were shed. The students became host 
brothers and sisters. We became host mom and 
dad. Would we do this again? Absolutely!! Any 
concerns about my child going to Germany? 
None. We thank Herr “Kaiser” DeRosa and 
the sister city for a great exchange program. I 
can assure you, everyone had a great time.” – by 
Simone Vajda (host mom)

Pinneberg Bikers Visit Rockville
October 2008 – “For a truly wonderful week in 
October we experienced the first exchange visit 
of a group from Pinneberg visiting Rockville for 
a (mostly) biking excursion. Norm Hampton 
chaired the visit. He was assisted by Denny 
Freezer and Bill Michie of the Rockville Bike 
Advisory Committee (RBAC) and numerous 
others, including city staff. Pinneberg visitors 
included Klaus Behling, Hans Georg Beplat, 
Hans-Dietmar Bethke, Inge and Reimer Eck, 
Ingeborg and Bernd Hinrichs, Irmhild and 
Jürgen Kleinhans, Ursula, Roland, and Lau-
ra Reibold, and Margrit Ziegler. They were 
hosted in eight Rockville homes from October 
15th to 22nd, and...having our guests for a week 
of cycling was an extraordinary adventure.
 “A bike excursion had been discussed for 
years, [and] we mobilized to show them that 
cycling in our area is not only feasible, but that 
we also have great places to ride, fantastic sights 

Pinneberg brought Red “FAHRRAD-
TOUR” cycling jackets for cyclists 

and hosts.



Sister Cities: Rockville, Maryland & Pinneberg, Germany | 60th ANNIVER SARY

Celebrating 60 Years (1957-2017)  1960th Anniversary

to see, and the facilities for a fun-filled week.
 The Pinneberg group arrived…carrying 
distinctive red ‘FAHRRADTOUR’ cycling jackets 
for themselves and their hosts…
 “Bikes came from host families, friends, 
and Bikes for the World. Bill Michie gave 
the first of several safety briefings before our 
first ride…. On our first full day of riding we 
explored the Millennium Trail, various Rockville 
neighborhoods, and the Sister City Friendship 
Bridge. The following day we biked from St. Mi-
chaels to Bellevue, then we continued by vehicle 
to Lewes, Delaware. The following day we toured 
by bike the historic areas of Lewes, the roads 
along Delaware Bay, and areas of beautiful and 
historically-significant Cape Henlopen State 
Park. On a day when our ‘FAHRRADTOUR’ jack-
ets were especially handy against the elements, 
we again braved the weather, riding the trail 
connecting Lewes to Rehoboth Beach and its 
resort atmosphere including the boardwalk.
 “Sunday the 19th, we biked the trails and 
portions of Beach Drive which are closed to cars 
on weekends. We had a terrific picnic at Candy 
Cane City in Rock Creek Park, and returned in 
time for a Rooftop Reception presented by the 
RSCC and the City of Rockville atop the Arts and 
Innovation Building in Rockville Town Center.
 “Tuesday the 21st was our final day of 
riding and a big one it was. We all converged 
on Bethesda near the Capital Crescent Trail. We 
then biked to Georgetown, along the waterfront 
and past many major sights, over the Poto-

mac River into Virginia, past Reagan National 
Airport, and to the Washington Sailing Marina 
in Alexandria, where we 
stopped for a lovely lunch. 
After lunch we loaded 
bikes on the van and re-
turned to Rockville for the 
Farewell Dinner hosted 
by our good friends from 
Pinneberg at Gordon 
Biersch restaurant in 
Rockville Town Center.
 “On Wednesday the 
22nd, at various times 
and places, we sadly bid 
Auf Wiedersehen to our 
wonderful guests from 
Pinneberg. If they had half 
as much fun as we did, 
they returned to Germa-
ny with many pleasant 
memories of Rockville. 
Thanks go to the Rockville 
Recreation Department for providing the van 
and its hard-working drivers and loaders/un-
loaders: Jon McLaren and Gary Thompson.” 
– by Denny Freezer

November 2008 – Renate und Hans Georg 
Beplat helped celebrate Thanksgiving in Pinne-
berg: “Thursday we had 58 people partaking 
in (our annual) Turkey Meal. Take a look for 
yourself.”

Thank You Letter from 
DAGRP Bike Exchange Visitor

Dear friends in Rockville,
 Now it is already two weeks that I am back 
from Rockville (time passes by so quickly!!) but 
memories of a marvelous time with all of you are 
still very strong and I would like to express again 
and again my feelings of thankfulness for all you 
have done for us! Yesterday for instance I tried 
to reconstruct our wonderful bike tours (thank 
Google Maps), and so I enjoyed them virtually 
again…
 When I started working for the 
Deutsch-Amerikanische Gesellschaft Rock-
ville-Pinneberg in 2003 I had no idea at all what 
this engagement would give me back one day. 
NOW I KNOW! THANK YOU!” 
–  Hans-Dietmar Bethke, Pinneberg

(Below, left and right.) At the 
Thanksgiving Dinner – Cap Polonio 
Hotel, Pinneberg.
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9 January 2009 – Rotraut Bockstahler steps 

down as RSCC president, succeeded by Jim 
McConkey.

May 2009 – Pinneberg Bürgermeisterin Kristin 
Alheit visited Rockville with her son, Yannik, 
and father, Dr. Peter Alheit. It was her first visit 
to both the USA and Rockville. In addition to sight-
seeing in Washington, D.C., which included both 
Capitol and White House tours, and a reception in 
her honor, Mayor Alheit was able to spend some 
one-on-one time with Rockville Mayor Susan 
Hoffmann. Sally Sternbach’s tour of the Rock-
ville business incubator was of special interest to 
the Bürgermeisterin because of the possibility of 
establishing a similar venture in Pinneberg.

June 2009 – The American Goethe Society 
annually presents a Goethe Award to recognize 

Washington-area high school 
students along with their 
German language teachers 
for their outstanding achieve-
ments. Tony DeRosa, Foreign 
Language Resource Teacher 
at Wootton High School in 
Rockville, nominated Kevin 
Butts, who received his award 
June 4, 2009.

June 2009 – The City of 
Pinneberg held a one-day 
official celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the Deutsch-Amerikanische 
Gesellschaft Rockville-Pinne-

berg (DAGRP), which extended an invitation to 
City of Rockville officials and to members of the 
Rockville Sister City Corporation to come to Pin-
neberg and participate in the festivities. A group 
of exchange students from Wootton High School 
and James McConkey, president of the Rockville 
Sister City Corporation, attended and participated 
in the festivities.

June 2009 – Twelve students from Thomas 
S. Wootton High School visited Pinneberg on a 
three-week academic exchange. The group again 
was led by Wootton Foreign Language Resource 
Teacher, Tony DeRosa, who coordinated the visit 
with teachers in Pinneberg. This is the fifth time 
that DeRosa accompanied Wootton students to 
Pinneberg. Students stayed in Pinneberg with host 
families.
 For the first time, students were hosted by 
students from two different schools. Both the 
Theodor-Heuss Gymnasium and the newly named 
and reorganized Grund- und Gemeinschaftsschule 
Pinneberg (formerly the Matthias-Claudius Re-
alschule) provided host accommodations for the 
Wootton group. Eight of the students stayed with 
the families of Pinneberg students they had hosted 
in Rockville, in October 2008.
 Pinneberg host teachers Dorothea Stein-
mann and Ingeborg Hinrichs organized 
events and activities for the Rockville students. 
There were day trips in the area near Pinneberg, 
several days spent attending classes at the German 
schools, visits to Hamburg, and an overnight trip 
to visit Berlin.
 “The exchange trip to Pinneberg was a 
wonderful experience for me. It gave me an 
opportunity to visit Germany that I would not 
have had otherwise, and the trip took the best 
form a visitor could ask for. Some tourists spend 
their time hopping from city to city, not staying 
long enough to get acquainted. By staying with 
a host family, we not only got to thoroughly 
explore Hamburg and Pinneberg, we got to see 
daily life in Germany. We rode bikes everywhere. 
We ate German food, and we were introduced 
to the German school system. This exchange 
trip was a wonderful and unique chance to step 
into someone else’s shoes, an opportunity we 
wouldn’t have had without the friendship be-
tween Rockville and Pinneberg.” – Beth Vaughn
 “I could be long-winded and talk about all 
the specific ways in which this trip impacted 
me (swimming in the North Sea, for example, I 

2009 Ushers in Lots of Cultural Exchanges with Pinneberg

The Alheit family in 
Washington, D.C.
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found very cool), but I feel I can encapsulate the 
bigger picture, the ultimate meaning for me. The 
time I spent in the town of Pinneberg opened a 
window to a lovely, hitherto undiscovered cor-
ner of the world and put me in contact with – 
some for the first time, others, as a re-acquain-
tance – a beautiful group of people I very easily 
could have missed in this massive world. For 
this, I thank wholeheartedly the Rockville Sister 
City Corporation. Programs like this are exactly 
what our world needs, and I am grateful for 
having been able to take part.” – Kevin Butts
 “This trip was revolutionary in a way. It’s 
hard to believe that 64 years ago we were at war 
with Germany and today we are sister cities. 
As the world becomes more globalized and 
interdependent, it is important, if not vital, that 
we have good relations with other countries and 
that we work together to help keep the world 
a peaceful place. A good relationship starts 
with a willingness to open up and accept each 
others’ differences but also includes having a 
willingness to try new things. My grandparents’ 
generation might not have been able to get 
along with Germany, but that doesn’t mean that 
my generation can’t. I feel so lucky to have been 
a part of a program that is working to facilitate 
friendships not war. I’m so happy that my fellow 
classmates and I enjoyed our trip so much, and I 
think we all realized that we probably have more 
in common with a kid from across the world 
than we thought!” – Maria Goldberg

September 2009 – Reports by Wootton High 
School Students Laura Michelotti, Alana Press 

and Jake Rostomyan (who recently returned 
from their Pinneberg exchange) were presented 
at the Annual RSCC Membership Meeting. The re-
ports told about the impact their exchange had on 
their young lives and the perspectives they gained.

Pinneberg Students Visit Rockville
September/October 2009 – Eight students and 
two teachers from Pinneberg visited Thomas S. 
Wootton High School in Rockville. One partici-
pant in last year’s swim team training, Clemens 
Kaiser, arrived to stay for the entire 2009/10 
school year and attended Richard Montgomery 
High School.
 Jerol and Tom Briggs hosted Ingeborg 
Hinrichs and Silke Werner, the two wonderfully 
dedicated teachers leading the group. The guests 
attended a welcoming reception at the home of 
Rotraut and Larry Bockstahler. Maryland 

Tony DeRosa (left) being fêted by 
DAGRP President Bernd Hinrichs.



22  Celebrating 60 Years (1957-2017)   

60th ANNIVER SARY  | Sister Cities: Rockville, Maryland & Pinneberg, Germany

60th Anniversary

State Sen. Jennie Forehand 
dropped by to welcome the 
visitors, in support of our RSCC 
exchange program.
        The student group pro-
gram included visits to Wash-
ington, D.C., Baltimore, Mount 
Vernon, and touring Rockville 
by bike. One eagerly anticipat-
ed side trip was a three-day 
visit to New York City. They also 
participated in three regular 
school days at Wootton.
 The Rockville Mayor 
and Council welcomed the 
students, teachers and host 

families at a public event. RSCC extended thanks 
to the Rockville host families that opened their 
homes and hearts to our guests from Pinneberg.
 Some comments from the Pinneberg student 
visitors, which they wrote for their home newspa-
per, the Pinneberger Tageblat…
 “In comparison to our Real-Schule 
(GUGS-Pinneberg), Wootton High is a giant, be-
cause here more than 2000 students are offered 
an education. The American system seems to be 
much simpler. For example, tardiness will not 
be handled by teachers but by a secretary at the 
school reception desk. The teacher just has to 
conduct his/her teaching activities and nothing 
else. Each classroom is equipped with a beam-
er board, which allows direct projections and 
writing electronically using a pointer (mouse).” 
– Fabian
 “Since students attend selected classes on a 
daily schedule, the whole school system seems to 
function much more easily. After school many 
activities and clubs, such as football, cheer-
leading, music, and band, can be attended or 
participated in.” – Kristina

Pinneberg Exchange Student 
is Top Swimmer at Richard 
Montgomery High School
October 2009 – Clemens Kaiser was an 
exchange student at Richard Montgomery High 

School and a competitive member of the Rockville 
Municipal Swim Center’s top-ranked team. He 
swam in a regional competition at the University of 
Maryland and completed his heat with the winning 
time of 4:12.78 in the 400-meter medley. He was 
the house guest of Rockvillians Kris and Kristin 
Dighe. His favorite subject at Richard Montgomery 
was his class in engineering. Silvia and Bernd 
Kaiser, Clemens’ parents, were in Rockville as 
the guests of Ted and Pat Reuther during the 
summer 2008 visit of the Pinneberg swim team. 
Bernd and Ted were the coordinators who planned 
the Pinneberg swim team visit that summer, and 
the friendship that developed between the Kaiser 
and Reuther families remains an attainment of one 
of the key goals of the RSCC.

October 2009 – RSCC celebrated its first annual 
German-American Day dinner at the Old Europe 
Restaurant. German-American Day commemo-
rates the founding of the first German community 
in Colonial America in 1683. (The holiday was 
originally celebrated in the 19th century but died 
out during World War I, when anti-German senti-
ment ran high. It was revived in 1983 by President 
Ronald Reagan.) During a break in the meal, Gary 
Grassl, president of the German-American Her-
itage Society, gave a very interesting talk on Ger-
mans in early America focusing on the Jamestown 
colony in the early part of the 17th century. Among 
the guests were Ingeborg Hinrichs and Silke 
Werner (teachers accompanying the Pinneberg 
students visiting Rockville), and Phyllis Marcuc-
cio, mayor of Rockville.

November 2009 – Celebrating Thanksgiving with 
an elaborate candlelight turkey dinner at the Cap 
Polonio, Pinneberg’s famous inn and restaurant, 
has become an annual event and a proud sister 
city tradition. It is more than symbolic to celebrate 
this American holiday in Pinneberg. It is a festive 
event eagerly anticipated by the members of the 
German-American Society Rockville-Pinneberg. 
Last year, about 60 people signed up and about half 
of them were newcomers.

(L to R): Ingeborg Hinrichs, Jim 
McConkey, Silke Werner.

Clemens Kaiser – super swimmer.
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January – Brigitta Mullican visited with Bernd 
and Ingeborg Hinrichs for two days. While 
staying with the Hinrichs, a party was held. Sur-
prisingly, Margrit and Jürgen Ziegler were in 
attendance. The Zieglers had been teaching Ger-
man in China to students in the seventh, eighth, 
and tenth grade classes in the Foreign Language 
School, and coincidentally were in Pinneberg 
during their Chinese New Year vacation. Also at 
the party were former DAGRP President Hans 
Georg Beplat and his wife, Renate.
 “All of our Pinneberg associates asked me to 
give their greetings to all their friends in Rock-
ville.” – Brigitta Mullican

January – Brigitta Mullican and George 
Albrecht visit former Pinneberg Bürgermeister 
Horst-Werner Nitt, his wife Angelika and their 
son, Manuel, in Bayreuth, Germany.
 Brigitta was visiting relatives and friends 
across Germany, and George was on a work 
assignment in Bavaria. The Pinneberg-Rockville 
connection remains alive and well, even in Bavar-
ia! (Prost!)

March 7-14 – A delegation of Pinneberg dignitar-
ies, 12 members of the Deutsche Amerikanische 
Gesellschaft Rockville-Pinneberg (DAGRP), and 
newspaper reporters from Pinneberg visit Rock-
ville to help celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
incorporation of Rockville as a city and the 25th 
anniversary of the founding of the Rockville Sister 
City Corporation.
 On March 10th, dignitaries and representa-
tives from Rockville, Pinneberg and members of 
both the RSCC and the DAGRP gathered at Glen-
view Mansion for special remarks and presenta-
tions.  At the ceremony, Pinneberg’s Bürgermeis-
terin Kristin Alheit presented a portrait of the 
Rockville Rose (a work by Pinneberg artist Detlef 
Allenberg) to Mayor Phyllis Marcuccio.  Mayor 
Marcuccio recounted what RSCC brought to Rock-
ville and its citizens through the partnership with 
Pinneberg. She was followed by Mayor Alheit, who 

summarized the meaning of the partnership to the 
city of Pinneberg.
 DAGRP’s President, Bernd Hinrichs, then 
presented the gift of a silver-plated rose to RSCC 
and outlined his vision for the future of the rela-
tionship.
 City Horticulturist Rob Orndorff discussed 
his plans to plant the actual roses in a garden 
bed around the sundial on the Glenview Mansion 
grounds.
 Then RSCC President James McConkey 
recounted the history of RSCC and its sister city 
partnership. Several past presidents also de-
scribed the activities and accomplishments of the 
partnership over the past quarter century.
 Following the closing remarks by President 

McConkey, RSCC hosted a reception at 
the Mansion.
 RSCC members and their German 
guests also attended the Rockville City 
Celebration in Town Square later that 
evening.

The Rockville Rose
April – “What’s in a name? That which 
we call a rose by any other name would 
smell as sweet.”
— William Shakespeare
 “In 2007, Pinneberg, Germany, 
in recognition of the 50th Anniversary 
of the Sister City relationship with Rockville, 

2010 Sister City Highlights Are Many

The Hinrichs, Beplats and Zieglers.

The Nitt family.
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designated a variety of grandiflora rose as the 
Rockville Rose. I was asked, as the Horticulturist 
for Rockville, to procure the rose and plant it 
in a prominent place within the city. Finding a 
prominent place was easy; it was procuring the 
rose that would be difficult… I learned some-
thing about the rose trade. All roses, in commer-
cial trade, are patented and use battle names; 
in 1993 the rose was patented in the United 
States by Conrad Pyle and given the battle name 
Cardinal Song...all that was needed was to find a 
nursery that could supply Cardinal Song (a.k.a. 
the Rockville Rose). 
 “This led me to contact Conrad-Pyle, who 
held the U.S. patent, to see if they would supply 
the rose. They said they could, [and] said it 
would take a year from the spring of 2008 to 
grow the roses…. It wasn’t until February 2009, 
when I inquired as to when the roses would 
be shipped, that I learned that they no longer 
had the stock and hadn’t grown any roses. They 
would not be able to provide the roses. I had 
expected, at the very least, someone would 
have contacted me in 2007 or 2008…. I wasn’t 
ready to give up on finding the rose in the US, 
[so] I search[ed] the Internet!... Success! The 
first grower I contacted, J. C. Bakker & Sons Ltd, 
located in Ontario, said they did indeed grow 
Cardinal Song (a.k.a. the Rockville Rose) and 
could provide it in the spring.

 “On March 10th, [2010] in front of the 
Mayor of Rockville, the Bürgermeisterin 
of Pinneberg, members of the Sister City 
Corporation, City staff, and the press, 
I told this story of why there was no 
Rockville Rose in the formal gardens with 
a promise that a supply had been found 
and would be planted soon.
 “I am pleased to report that on April 
14th, 2010, 25 official Rockville Roses 
were received and planted with the 1984 
Pinneberg Roses around the sundial in 

the formal gardens at the Rockville Civic Center 
Park...a testimony of the continued friendship 
between citizens of Pinneberg and Rockville.” – 
by Rob Orndorff, Rockville City Horticulturist

June – Rotraut Bockstahler reported that 
the Rockville Chorus left the USA on June 1 and 
returned on June 12, 2010, after a wonderful time 
in Germany. The chorus entertained in civic audi-
toriums, village squares, and in several beautiful 
churches, and was under the musical guidance of 
Bryan Seith. A group of about 25 singers traveled 
to Pinneberg to perform in three concerts: one at 
City Hall on June 6 with the Pinneberg Women’s 
Chorus and the Glee Club; the next on June 9 at 
Hamburg’s St. Michael Cathedral; and finally with 
the Music School Youth Orchestra and Choir at the 
beautiful baroque church in Rellingen on June 
11. Years ago Bob Nelson, a former RSCC direc-
tor, conceived the idea of sending the Rockville 
Chorus to Pinneberg, and it finally happened! For 
the chorus members, the highlight of the trip was 
living with their Pinneberg host families whose 
hospitality was unsurpassed.

Host Family and Guest Forge Friendship 
June – “On June 6, 2010, the Rockville Chorus 
visited Pinneberg, Germany, and was greeted 
with a warm welcome by the Bürgermeisterin 
and city officials. During our week I had the 
good fortune to stay with the Glismann family, 
all of whom spoke excellent English. Norbert 
Glismann installs and services high-speed 
mail sorting equipment throughout Germany; 
Elke is an attorney in a Hamburg bank; and 
15-year-old Katja is a talented violinist and the 
only child of a Pinneberg host family to play in 
the youth orchestra. I also had the great pleasure 
to meet Elke’s father, Siegfried Sonneborn, 
a retiree, who took me to several events where 
Siegfried and I spent hours exchanging experi-
ences about WWII.
 “The Glismann family and Siegfried toured 
several states on the West Coast during the sum-
mer of 2010, but this year they decided to visit 
the East Coast and Rockville. The week before 
Easter they returned to visit New York City and 
then made their first visit to Rockville.
 “My youngest son Brian, his wife Laurie, 
and their daughters Erica and Jillian joined 
the Glismanns for a day tour of Washington, 

Pinneberg visitors at a March 
social event. From left to right: 
Jürgen Kleinhans (guest of Jim 

McConkey), Annette Gaul (guest 
of Brigitta Mullican), and Bernd 

Hinrichs (president, DAGRP).

Bürgermeisterin Alheit’s son,  
Yannik, presents the silver-plated 
rose to the RSCC in commemora-

tion of its 25th anniversary. It is on 
display at Rockville City Hall.
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D.C., and another day visiting Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor. My wife Anne and I escorted the Glis-
manns, Brian’s family, and our oldest son Fred 
and his wife Barbara on a delightful Potomac 
River evening dinner cruise. The group attended 
Easter Sunday services at Faith Methodist Church 
and enjoyed dinner at our home. We have estab-
lished a bond that hopefully will result in more 
exchange visits. Thanks to the Rockville Sister 
City Corporation for promoting such cultural 
and personal exchanges.” – by Jim Sadler

October 3 – The German-American Day celebra-
tion was held in the Ratskeller Room of the Old 
Europe Restaurant at 2434 Wisconsin Ave. NW, in 
Washington, D.C.
Early Spring – To start the year, Wootton High 
School hosted a group of students from the 
Theodor Heuss Schule. About the same time, RSCC 
members hosted a clarinet ensemble from the 
Pinneberg Musikschule, who gave a concert at the 
Glenview Mansion with a similar group from the 
Maryland Classical Youth Orchestra. The National 
Philharmonic graciously welcomed this group and 
their hosts with a concert at the Strathmore Music 

Center.
 RSCC reached out to the Rockville communi-
ty, which led to the production and taping of a TV 
broadcast about the efforts of our nonprofit corpo-
ration on Channel 19 TV Access Montgomery. We 
also initiated a project to support sending Rock-
ville’s performing youth troupe, “The Finest!” to 
Pinneberg in 2012. RSCC pledged $5,000 towards 
this worthwhile project and encouraged private 
donations from its members and city residents.

New plantings of the Rockville Rose 
at the Rockville Civic Center.

Jim Sadler (composer in residence) 
and Bryan Seith (conductor), left, 
with Rockville Chorus.

RSCC President Jim McConkey on 
German-American Day.
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took a train to Berlin. As we explored the city, 
we noticed, among other things, how conve-
nient the transportation system was. Berlin 
is a city with a long and violent history: from 
the nearly-destroyed Gedächtniskirche to the 
ever-present Berlin Wall, we were constant-
ly reminded of the city’s difficult past. We 
visited major landmarks around the city, like 
the Brandenburg Gate, the German History 
Museum, and the TV Tower, and we took a 
boat tour on the River Spree. We were even 
lucky enough to receive a private tour of the 
German Parliament Building, the Reichstag, 
considered by many to be the most important 
building in Germany. We climbed to its dome 
and saw a panoramic view of the city.
 Soon, it was time to pack up and say 
goodbye to our host families…  As we all sat 
together, we reflected on our experiences for 
the past two weeks. The food was different, but 
tasty: Schnitzel, Döner, Goulash, Bratwurst, 
and lots of bread. We were surprised to find 
that mineral water is the standard water in 
Germany. The small, compact cars everyone 
drove also impressed us, but surprisingly 
enough, cars were not the main mode of 
transportation – bikes were. It was as if Ger-
mans were doing all they could to minimize 
pollution. Overall, we could not thank our 
host families enough for welcoming us into 
their households.
 We want to thank the Rockville Sister 
City Corporation for their support for this 
entire adventure. We greatly appreciate their 
generous contribution to the farewell cele-
bration with our host families and to our visit 
to Berlin. We will never forget the great time 
we had in Germany. We made friendships 
that will last for the rest of our lives, and we 
all grew from the experience…and now we 
can’t wait to see our German friends when 
they come see us in September!” – Samantha 
Wermers, Lucian Hodor, and Jean-Philippe 
SanGiovanni

2011
2011 is Defined by Students and Biking Memories

May 26 – The American Goethe Society’s 
4th Annual Goethe Prize ceremony was for 
advanced students of German (third year and 
above) from area high schools in suburban 
Virginia and Maryland, who were nominated by 
their teachers. Congratulations went to Jere-
my Khaw, a motivated student of the German 
language and culture. He studied at Thomas 
S. Wootton High School and was nominated by 
foreign languages teacher Anthony DeRosa.

May 30 – RSCC presented a wreath in con-
junction with its Sister City, Pinneberg, at the 
Memorial Day celebration and also had a unit 
marching in the annual parade.

June – Thirteen students from Thomas S. 
Wootton High School visited Pinneberg and the 
surrounding areas in Germany in June. The stu-
dents were accompanied by Sue Thorpe, who 
replaced Tony DeRosa as the coordinator of 
these exchange visits. Throughout the two-week 
journey, the visitors formed long-lasting friend-
ships and had incredible experiences. Here are 
reflections from some of the students:
 “After a 10-hour journey that included 
a three-hour delay, we arrived in Hamburg 
– exhausted, hungry, but excited about what 
was to come. We were all terrified that we 
would not get along with or be able to com-
municate with our host families. But as we 
stepped out in the Hamburg airport atrium, 
all of our fears dissolved when we realized 
our families were waiting for us, smiling and 
waving. They quickly welcomed us into their 
homes with open arms and open hearts…. 
We experienced a typical German school day, 
met the mayor of Pinneberg, climbed at a 
local high-ropes park, visited the Hamburg 
Emigration Museum, and walked through a 
building entirely in the dark. This last activity, 
called ‘Dialogue in the Dark’, was a museum 
designed to illustrate what it’s like to be blind.
 During our second week in Germany, we 

Sister City Memorial Day wreath.
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Bike Tour on the Baltic 
August – “Since we travelers arrived separately, 
a terrific potluck dinner picnic on Wednesday, 
August 17th, allowed us to connect with the 
seven other riders from Rockville, our German 
hosts and fellow riders, and other members of 
the DAGRP. My wife Linda and I were joined 
by our hosts Reimer and Inge Eck; Tom and 
Sherri McKenna (hosted by Erika Wupper-
man); Bill Michie, whose host Bernd Hinrichs 
rode and coordinated the event (Ingeborg was 
unable to join us); Norm and Gerri Hamp-
ton along with their hosts Hans-Dietmar and 
Heide Bethke; Jim and Lorine Coyle and 
their hosts Hans-Peter and Angelika Schulze. 
Jürgen Kleinhans rounded out our total of 17 
riders.
 “On Thursday the 18th we traveled by train 
from Pinneberg to Stralsund, checked into our 
hotel, then left to pick up our bikes… On Friday 
the 19th we started our tour with a ferry ride 
to Hiddensee, the island without cars. This was 
our only day with occasional rain, but it failed 
to dampen anyone’s enthusiasm. Our German 
friends surprised us, as they often did in the 
coming days, by somehow producing bottles of 
beer, wine, and such drinks as Kümmerling at 
various stops. After much sightseeing by bike we 
took our second ferry of the day to the sea resort 
of Bregge on the island of Rügen… On Saturday 
the 20th we had nice and sometimes hilly riding 
to Hagen, where we boarded a bus to the famous 
cliffs at Königsstuhl. Then, we were back on the 
bikes to Sassnitz, and on to Bergen.
 “We had a beautiful ride to the ferry at 

Glewitzer on Sunday the 21st. The boat took us 
back to the mainland at Stahlbrode…. On Mon-
day the 22nd we traveled by bus to Usedom to 
start the day’s ride on smooth paths through the 
woods and with some nice hills. We arrived in 
the fabulous resort of Heringsdorf, where many 
swam in the Baltic. Nine of us rode into Poland 

on the morning of the 23rd, then we all rode 
through beautiful beach resorts connected by 
short steep hills until arriving in Zinnowitz for 
the night. On Wednesday the 24th we had a great 
ride through various resorts and the fascinating 
town of Peenemünde. Then we continued to 
the Greifswald train station, where we sadly 
parted with our bikes and took the train back to 
Stralsund. We did a bit more sightseeing before 
getting together again…for our farewell to the 
Baltic Tour. We rode a total of 181 miles (292 
km) on our six-day bike tour.
 “The next day most of the travelers returned 
to Pinneberg by train and had another fabulous 
farewell dinner at the home of Dr. Jürgen and 
Irmhild Kleinhans. On Sunday the 28th we 
joined about 30 bike riders from the DAGRP on 
a delightful 25 mile (40 km) ride. Linda and I 

Baltic Bike Tour.

Thirteen students from Thomas S. 
Wootton High School visited Pinne-
berg and the surrounding areas in 
Germany.
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toured Hamburg twice with Reimer and Inge, 
once by train and once by bike. Then we headed 
home filled with memories of our wonderful 
German hosts and the fabulous bicycle tour they 
arranged for us. Many of us felt it was ‘the best 
vacation ever!’ ” – by Denny Freezer

September 6-27 – RSCC was 
instrumental in crafting the 
exhibit of surrealistic paintings by 
Pinneberg Artist Detlef Allen-
berg at the Glenview Mansion Art 
Gallery. The “Meet the Artist” and 
Opening Reception was held on 
Friday, September 9, and featured 
a musical performance by harpist 
Kathleen Meredith. RSCC provided 
refreshments for the reception.

September – Sue Thorpe and two of the 
exchange students spoke at our annual meeting 

about the benefits of student exchanges.

October 2 – German-American Day Dinner 
was held again at the Old Europe restaurant on 
Wisconsin Avenue in Washington, D.C. A sit-down 
dinner, based on a variation of the traditional 
Oktoberfest menu, was served buffet style.

October 16 – RSCC participated in the World of 
Montgomery Festival. The half-day event was in 
Wheaton and highlighted Montgomery County’s 
international character and its place in the wider 
world. Along with RSCC, other organizations that 
took part included the Peace Corps, Rotary Inter-
national, and 10,000 Villages.
 RSCC set up a booth to distribute information, 
collect donations to help “The Finest!” with their 
travel expenses to Pinneberg, and recruit new 
members. Brigitta Mullican participated in an in-
formational discussion and question-and-answer 
session about sister city activities.

Painting by Detlef Allenberg.
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February 29 – DAGRP dedicated the new “Rock-
ville Room” in the Pinneberg Rathaus (City Hall). 
They modified Meeting Room B in the conference 
room area and arranged it to display collections 
of items from the long association between our 
cities, similar to the way Rockville has set up a 
room in the Glenview Mansion. They held a public 
ceremony to dedicate the room, led the members 
through the collection, and then conducted a 
DAGRP meeting there.

Hurray, We Have a Rockville Room! 
Translation of a Pinneberg Newspaper 
Article – by Rotraut Bockstahler
 “Such a sight is rather unusual at City Hall: 
Pinneberg’s Mayor, Kristin Alheit, has climbed 
a ladder and is in the process of attaching 
screws to the new sign above the entrance to 
Meeting Room B. Next to her is Bernd Hinrichs, 
the president of the German-American Society 
(DAGRP), also with a tool in his hand. Almost 
euphorically they are attaching a sign that reads 
“Rockville Room” above the heavy-duty wooden 
doors. Effective immediately, the room formerly 
known as Meeting Room B has a new name.
 “This dedication takes place in honor of 
the 54 years of partnership with a city in the US 
in Maryland, a cooperative effort founded by 
Henry Glissmann of Pinneberg and Rockville 
Mayor Dickran Hovsepian. Hinrichs remarked 
that it became almost embarrassing not to be 
able to show Rockville visitors a counterpart to 
the Pinneberg Room at their Civic Center. For 
the very successful redecoration of the rather 
drab meeting room, he expressed a deep thank 
you to all the residents of Pinneberg. “Everybody 
looked through his or her storage area in the 
basement and parted with some memorable 
items,” said the president of the DAGRP. The 
result is indeed presentable: countless pictures, 
a beautifully worked tapestry that includes the 
name Rockville, and even a piece by artist De-
tlef Allenberg contributed to the lovingly done 
transformation of this room. From now on, 

dull meetings will become enjoyable and will be 
inspired by memories of our American-German 
friendship.”

February – Councilmember Tom Moore 
became RSCC’s new Mayor and Council liaison, 
replacing Piotr Gajewski.

March – The Fotokreis (Pinneberg) held an 
exhibit of their photographs in Rockville and has 
invited a similar exhibit to Pinneberg by photogra-
phy enthusiasts from Rockville.

May 7-16 – Over Mother’s Day weekend, the 
RSCC played host to a group of 27 guests from 
Pinneberg touring under a program organized 
by the Deutsche Amerikanische Gesellschaft 
Rockville-Pinneberg (DAGRP). The trip was 

advertised as a “Sonderreise an die Ostküste der 
USA” (a special trip to the East Coast of the USA). 
The Sonderreise itinerary included visits to New 
York City, Philadelphia, York, and Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania, including the Amish area, Washington, 
D.C., and Annapolis. In addition, the group spent 
two days (May 13-14) in Rockville. The group was 
housed in the Best Western Plus hotel in Rockville, 
so hosting arrangements were not needed.
 In the Lancaster area, the group learned more 
about the unique Amish culture and its German 
roots. They arrived in Rockville on Saturday 

2012
2012 Leads Off with New Rockville Room Dedication

DAGRP President Bernd Hinrichs 
and Pinneberg Mayor Kristin
Alheit affix the nameplate to the 
new Rockville Room in Pinneberg’s 
City Hall.
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evening and visited Mount Vernon on Sunday, May 
13. On Monday, the group, accompanied by RSCC 
members, traveled by Metro to Capitol Hill for a 
tour of the Capitol, followed by free time to visit 
the sights in Washington. There was also a walk 
through the Rockville Historic District and a visit 
to Town Center on Tuesday morning, before the 
group departed by bus to Dulles airport for a Tues-
day evening departure for Pinneberg. RSCC also 
hosted a dinner on Monday evening. Many of the 
travelers have not been to Rockville before, so we 
were pleased to welcome new friends to our city.

The East Coast Through German Eyes 
May – “Even during the planning stage of our 
Sonderreise an die Ostküste der USA, our trip ex-
ceeded expectations. Ultimately, 27 participants 
signed up for the trip – that’s how much interest 
there was. I even thought for a while about put-
ting a stop to any more registrations. However, 
several of the participants were not members of 
the DAGRP and were visiting the USA for the first 

time.
 ”On May 7th, we started on our big trip 
to the East Coast of the USA with 27 travelers. 
New York offered us something incomparable. 
Our hotel, ‘The Newton,’ was right on Broad-
way, close to the subway, which gave us three 
days and nights of easy access for discovering 
this magnificent city. We ‘occupied’ Broadway, 
Greenwich Village, Soho, Little Italy, Chinatown, 
Ground Zero, and the Empire State Building, as 
well as Wall Street. Further highlights were the 
world-famous stores, the plays and musicals, 
Central Park, and a trip on the Staten Island 
Ferry. New York is truly a splendid city.
 “The next stop was Philadelphia, ‘the 
birthplace of the USA’. We stood in front of the 
Liberty Bell, which rang in 1776, declaring to 
all the new nation’s independence. After a very 
quick visit with the Amish and Mennonites, we 
reached Washington. We visited the graves of 
heroes at Arlington National Cemetery and other 
important memorials. Annapolis enchanted us. 
The Maryland State House as well as the harbor 
and flower-strewn streets distinguish that city.
 “The highlight of the trip was the impres-
sions left by our sister city, Rockville. Among 
those are the invitations to private dinners 
in members’ homes – on Mother’s Day, no 
less – and the festive reception at the Glen-
view Mansion. That was stupendous and left a 
long-lasting, positive impression. We would like 
to express our thanks for the expertly organized 
visit to Mount Vernon and the tour of the US 
Capitol. It was great that George Albrecht 
was always right there, by our side. And final-

Sonderreise travelers explore 
the Sister City Room at Glenview 

Mansion.

Travelers from Pinneberg 
on the 2012 Sonderreise Tour 

visit the commemorative plaque 
for the Friendship Bridge, accompa-

nied by Jerol Briggs (far right).



Sister Cities: Rockville, Maryland & Pinneberg, Germany | 60th ANNIVER SARY

Celebrating 60 Years (1957-2017)  3160th Anniversary

ly, thanks to Eileen McGuckian of Peerless 
Rockville who led us through historic Rockville.” 
– by Herbert Hoffmann (Translation by Tim 
Nixon)

Wootton Students Visit Pinneberg 
June – The students had such an outstanding 
experience that they wanted to share some of 
their reflections about the trip:
 “It was a really interesting experience to 
travel to Germany with the Wootton students. 
It was my first time traveling overseas, and I 
was both excited and nervous about meeting 
and staying with my host family. Now, looking 
back on it, staying with my host family was 
one of the best experiences I’ve had in my life. 
One highlight of the trip was a visit to the Baltic 
Sea where the American and German students 
became close friends. It seemed like we had 
known each other forever!” – Nicole Scheele
 “The Rockville-Pinneberg exchange 
program is highly valuable because you get 
the opportunity to learn about the culture and 
customs of another country. You get a chance 
to compare and contrast schools in Rockville 
with schools in Pinneberg. You get to learn more 
about German history by visiting historic towns 
like Hamburg, Lübeck, and Berlin. I strongly 
recommend this trip: it is a lifetime experience 
that you will not forget.” – Jesse Yao
 “The student exchange is a wonderful, 
life-changing experience. Not only do you 
meet new people but you truly experience 
their culture and lifestyle while learning about 
Germany’s past. The people were wonderful and 
loving and included us in everything that they 
did. The very first night we attended a birthday 
party, and everyone joined us in conversations 
in English. It was fun trying to figure out English 
and German words together. Everything on this 
trip was life-changing, and I would do it all over 
again.” – Gabby Ayoroa-Perez
 In the rich tradition of student exchange 
visits between Rockville, Maryland, and Pinne-
berg, Germany, five students and one teacher 
from Wootton High School traveled to Germany 

for two weeks at the end of June. Everyone was 
excited about the opportunity to live with host 
families and to learn about the history and cul-
ture of Germany. From the beginning to the end 
of the trip, the generous families, caring friends, 
supportive German educators, historic tour 
guides, tasty food, cultural experiences, and 
entertaining sporting events greatly exceeded 
everyone’s expectations. 
 As the student reflections state, the expe-
riences were extremely meaningful and fulfill 
the RSCC mission for promoting peace through 
mutual respect, understanding and cooperation 
– one individual, one community at a time. A 
special thank you is extended to the Rockville 
Sister City Corporation (RSCC) for their support 
for this outstanding cultural experience. It is a 
privilege to be a part of this tradition, and we 
appreciate the special efforts of each and every 
RSCC member!  – by Sue Thorpe

The Wootton Visit is a Success 
June – “In June, Susan Thorpe, teacher at 
Rockville’s Wootton High School, visited Pinne-
berg with five students. She came for a second 
year in a row – carrying on a long tradition of 
mutual exchanges between schools in Rock-
ville and Pinneberg. For many years, a magic 
triangle involving the Wootton High School, the 
Theodor Heuss Schule (THS), and the Grund- 
und-Gemeinschaftsschule Pinneberg (GuGs) has 
succeeded in organizing fantastic exchanges.
 “This success is due mainly to teachers, in 
both countries, who take the responsibility for 
a trip like this. This year the teachers in charge 

Sue Thorpe (right) and Wootton stu-
dents during their trip to Germany.
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were Susan Thorpe (Wootton), Bente Gnoyke 
and Bernd Adler (THS).
 “To foster greater cultural understanding, 
the students and their teacher were hosted by 
families. The students actually lived with peers 
who will visit Rockville in the fall of this year. So, 
they took the chance to get to know each other 
and make plans.
 “The teacher-team set up an interesting 
program. It was a mix of time in school, with 
families, and on excursions. On the agenda 
were a guided tour of the historic town of Lii-
beck, city tour activities in Hamburg like goofy 
golf, Dialogue in the Dark, Miniaturwunderland, 
and other activities organized by families.
 “It ended with a barbeque at the Theodor 
Heuss Schule. Students from both Rockville and 
Pinneberg, host families, and teachers all took 
part. We had a great evening.
 “The following morning the group left for 
Berlin. Besides all the highlights you can discov-
er in Berlin, the group took part in a guided tour 
of the Reichstag. We were so fortunate to have 
the group here with us! We are, though, kind of 
jealous that the THS group will visit Rockville 
soon. Here’s hoping everyone has a good time!”– 
by Ingeborg Hinrichs

The Finest! Visits Pinneberg 
July 22-August 4 – Inspired by an invitation 
from the mayor of Pinneberg and following 
intense planning for more than a year, the trip of 

The Finest Youth Performance Troupe, IMPACT!, 
to Pinneberg, Germany, became a reality. Support-
ed by the Rockville Sister City Corporation, the City 
of Rockville, the Department of Recreation and 
Parks, The Finest Performance Foundation, Inc., 
and Congressional Motors as a corporate sponsor, 
the group (consisting of 15 performers) visited 
Pinneberg.
 It is the first time that RSCC helped send such 
a unique group to Pinneberg. The Finest was not 
only noticed by the Mayor of Pinneberg during 
the celebration of Rockville’s 150th anniversary, 
but it is an outgrowth of one of Rockville’s very 
successful social programs that has existed since 
the 1980s, impacting many young lives. Pinneberg 
was eager to learn from us and welcomed our 
“Cultural Ambassadors.”

The Finest! Flies to Germany 
July – “The Finest! Performance Troupe of 
Rockville were guests in Pinneberg July 23 
through August 4, answering an invitation by 
the Pinneberg mayor and the German-American 
Association Rockville/ Pinneberg (DAGRP). A 
heartfelt thank you to all members of RSCC who 
worked to make this happen and to individuals, 
families and corporations, that donated funds to 
make the trip possible.
 Before leaving, all of the participants antici-
pated their travels with joy and excitement. They 
were hosted by families of the dance school of 
Pinneberg and members of our sister city part-

The Finest! takes Berlin by storm.
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ners. Our state Sen. Jennie Forehand came to 
their last full meeting before the trip and wished 
them a wonderful experience as true cultural 
ambassadors of the United States.” – by Rotraut 
Bockstahler

The Finest! Wows Pinneberg and Berlin 
July – “After two years of planning and count-
less emails between Karen Rawlins and 
Michael Patt, The Finest! made it to Germany. 
On Monday, July 23, the group of 20 performers 
and escorts arrived at Hamburg airport. The 
dancers were hosted in families, and some even 
discovered the city of Pinneberg right away. 
However, there was no time to take much of a 
rest – everyone knew that the first performance 
would be the following day.
 “The day after their arrival, the group met 
the Mayor of Pinneberg, Klaus Seyfert, who 
gave a speech in the city hall’s Rockville Zimmer 
and welcomed them to Pinneberg. Mayor Seyfert 
mentioned the long history of understanding 
and friendship and all the people-to-people con-
tacts that have taken place between Rockville 
and Pinneberg.
 “Then, The Finest! had to prepare for their 
first performance. A few hours later, Pinneberg’s 
Town Hall was crowded, and all the guests saw a 
perfect performance. Pinneberg had never seen 
anything like it. All of us were fascinated and 
watched the artists give a flawless performance 
that exhibited fun, energy, and dedication. The 
audience was excited and brought down the 
house with their applause. Wow, what a show!

 “When they weren’t performing, The Finest! 
practiced common steps with the dancers of 
the Tanzschule Leseberg. Michael Patt had also 
arranged an itinerary with many excursions, 
so they went to the high ropes course, took part 
in a harbor and city tour in Hamburg, biked to 
the Wollny Lake, and experienced the “Dialogue 
in the Dark,” in addition to the many activities 
they had with their host families. The highlight 
was the trip to Berlin, where The Finest! gave 
a performance on the Alexanderplatz, which 
countless people watched and enjoyed. Even 
though it rained in the beginning, the weather 
did not dampen their impact: after the sun 
broke through, they tried again, and many, 
many people applauded excitedly.
 “On the last evening, The Finest! and the 
Tanzschule Leseberg gave a combined perfor-
mance in the auditorium of the Grund- und 
Gemeinschaftsschule Pinneberg, the exchange 
partner school of Wootton High. And again there 
were as many guests as the assembly hall could 
hold. Yet once more the actors received a raptur-
ous applause; it was like a flood of enthusiastic 
excitement.
 “In summation, it was great to have The 
Finest! with us. They gave us so much. We won’t 
forget this summer event. Many actors became 
friends, and everybody got along with each 
other. Sadly, time passed just too quickly.” – by 
Michael Patt (DAGRP trip coordinator)

Theodor Heuss Students Visit Rockville 
September –  See photo below.

Sue Thorpe (far left) with students, 
teachers and friends at the farewell 
dinner.
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October 7 – German-American Day Dinner was 
celebrated at Clyde’s Tower Oaks Restaurant. 
RSCC “planned this dinner to commemorate 
the founding of the first German settlement in 
the United States at Germantown, Pennsylvania 
in the mid-1600s. These European immigrants 
and their descendants have been a vital part of 
America for three-and-a-half centuries. Every year 
German-Americans and others recognize their 
presence in the U.S. and the contributions they 
have made.

November – Former Rockville exchange student, 
David Patrician, partook in a discussion in Pin-

neberg regarding the upcoming U.S. presidential 
elections. David was working in Hamburg at the 
time, and remained in close contact with friends 
in Pinneberg, who suggested the presentation.

December – Soon thereafter, holiday greetings 
came from David, who was now visiting Nepal 
with his friend (now wife!), Nadine. David’s 
international lifestyle began when he was a Rock-
ville-to-Pinneberg high school exchange student 
in 1989. Since then he has taught school in Korea, 
worked for a television company in Germany, been 
employed by Voice of America, and traveled the 
world. His dad, Jim Patrician, was a director of 
RSCC, was president of the organization from 1992 
to 1993, and served for several years as treasurer.

David and Nadine Patrician in Nepal.

Jack Rodgers, Gerrie Checkon, Steve 
Fisher and Brigitta Mullican at the 

German-American Day Dinner.

Vice-Consul Robert Stevens (l) and David Patrician (r) 
explaining U.S. presidential elections to an interested 
audience in Pinneberg.
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January – Brigitta Mullican was elected RSCC 
president, after Jim McConkey stepped down for 
health reasons.

February – Former RSCC President Jim Pa-
trician passed away on Saturday, February 9. A 
resident of Rockville at the time of his passing, 
Jim was born in Massachusetts. While serving in 
the U.S. Army as a Russian linguist in the former 
West Germany, he met his future wife Chana, who 
preceded him in death in 2003.
 Jim and Chana brought a sense of vitality and 
vigor to the new Pinneberg-Rockville affiliation, 
emphasizing exchanges, developing personal rela-
tionships, and keeping in touch across the ocean 
with ever-improving computer technology.

May 19 – A 
luncheon ban-
quet was held at 
O’Donnell’s Sea-
food Restaurant 
to honor past 
Rockville Sister 
City Corporation 
presidents Jim 
McConkey and 
Rotraut Bockstahler. Besides honoring Rotraut 
and Jim for their service to RSCC, it was a chance 
to say goodbye. Rotraut and Larry Bockstahler 
moved to Sarasota, Florida, to be near their 
daughter and grandchildren.

Memorial Day and Hometown Holidays
May – Members of the RSCC again took part in 
Rockville’s annual Memorial Day activities, pre-
senting its wreath to honor our fallen service men 
and women, and then joining the activities of the 
Memorial Day parade and Hometown Holidays.

June – Former RSCC President David L’Heureux 
passed away. He was RSCC president for 11 years 
(1996-2007). David had retired from the Depart-
ment of State as a senior foreign service officer 
after 44 years of worldwide service.

June 25-July 9 – Leseberg Tanzschule visited 
Rockville, an exchange organized by Karen 
Rawlins. This group hosted Rockville’s Finest! 
Performance Troupe in Pinneberg the previous 
summer. Wonderful host 
families graciously opened 
their homes to the 18 
visitors (15 teen girls, three 
adults).
 Michael Patt (trip 
coordinator in Pinneberg) 
worked with RSCC to 
refine the itinerary. The 
visit included: a two-day 
tour of Washington, D.C.’s 
monuments and museums; tubing/white water 
rafting at Harpers Ferry; a trip to New York City; 
a welcome by the Mayor and Council, as well as a 
performance at Rockville’s Independence Day cel-

2013
2013 Marks Many Visits and Lasting Connections

Former presidents’ banquet, left to 
right: Rotraut Bockstahler, Brigitta 
Mullican, Jim McConkey.

Leseberg Tanzschule (School of 
Dance) members are met at Dulles 
airport by their counterparts from 
Rockville’s The Finest!

Dancers doing their bike thing.
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ebration (a big hit!); hiking the Billy Goat Trail at 
Great Falls; a Bethesda Big Train baseball game; a 
performance at Twinbrook Baptist Church (where 
The Finest! and the Chinese Dragon Dancers 
performed a routine together); a visit to the Special 
Gospel Service at People’s Community Baptist 
Church; a bike ride on the Carl Henn Millennium 
Trail through Rockville; and a going away party at 
College Gardens Park.
 RSCC was extremely helpful finding host 
families, providing Metro fare cards, and helping 
to pay some of the trip/ticket expenses. The City 
of Rockville made Rockville senior buses and 
recreation van transportation available whenever 
possible.

August – Myrtle Sachs, onetime ac-
tive RSCC director/member, stopped in 
Rockville in early August on her return 
to Florida from a vacation in Canada 
and New England. Myrtle stayed with 
RSCC President Brigitta Mullican as a 
houseguest.
       During her visit, Myrtle, Brigitta, 
and RSCC directors Liz von Kaenel, 
Marika Brown, and George Al-

brecht, as well as former RSCC Treasurer Steve 
Fisher, paid a visit to former RSCC Director Bob 
Nelson at his residence on Veirs Drive in The 
Village at Rockville. They all helped Bob celebrate 

his 89th birthday!

September 22-October 6 – Teach-
ers Gerrit Siems and Silke Wer-
ner accompanied 12 German 10th 
grade students (five girls, seven boys) 
to Rockville. They were hosted by 
Wootton High School families. The 
students attended the Grund- und 
Gemeinschaftsschule Pinneberg (the 
“elementary and comprehensive” 
school in Pinneberg). They arrived on 
September 22 and left on October 6. 
During their visit, the group traveled 

to New York City for four days. Sue Thorpe from 
Wootton High School coordinated the program 

and helped find Wootton High School students to 
host the Pinneberg students.

Wootton Hosts German Students
October – Wootton High School welcomed 12 
students and two teachers from Pinneberg, 
Germany, for a two-week visit in late September. 
The Rockville Sister City Corporation (RSCC) 
worked with the teachers from Wootton to create 
a schedule filled with educational and cultural 
experiences. Our German guests toured Wootton 
High School and shadowed their host students 
during their class schedule to learn about the 
American educational structure. They attend-
ed clubs and sporting events to learn about 
student life in Rockville. Special excursions to 
Washington, D.C., were included in the plans so 
that everyone could see the sights of the Nation’s 
capital. And they also went hiking in Great Falls 
and shopping at the outlets in Leesburg. Another 
highlight was a four-day trip to New York City. 
So, you can imagine that our German friends 
created fabulous memories from all these 
experiences to treasure for their entire life! The 
students shared some of their reflections with 
RSCC and the City of Rockville:
 “The exchange program taught me patience 
and openness. It also introduced me to a won-
derful culture. I feel inspired by this exchange 
of lifestyles and cultures, and I hope to visit 
Germany someday. I hope this will be the start of 
many friendships and exchanges of cultures.” – 
Ashley Zhou 
 “The German Exchange Program was 
meaningful because it gave us an opportunity 
to connect with students from a different nation 
and culture. In the modern day and age, it is 
important to expand our horizons to learn 
about cultures other than our own.” – Julia 
Caramanico
 “This was such an amazing experience for 
us. Our German guest truly became our sister. 
We had such fun teaching her about our lives 
and even more fun learning about hers. We 
can’t wait to visit her in Germany.” – Anna Bar-
tels-Newton

GuGS students on the National Mall.

Myrtle Sachs and Brigitta Mullican.
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 “My host family was really great. There 
are many differences in the schools with many 
different people. All the cities were very big and 
fun to see. America is cool!” – Julia Stomer
 “I liked my host family, and they helped 
me with my English. The lessons in school were 
very different, and all the students and teachers 
were very friendly. Thank you for the nice time. I 
would join this trip again!” – Katharina  
Damrau
 As the student reflections state, the experi-
ences were extremely meaningful and reflect 
the sister city mission of promoting peace 
through mutual respect, understanding, and 
cooperation – one individual, one community 
at a time. A special thank you was extended 
to the RSCC for its support of this outstanding 
cultural experience. It is a privilege to be a part 
of this tradition, and we appreciate the special 
efforts of each and every RSCC member! – by 
Sue Thorpe

October 5 – While our many Pinneberg visitors 
were in Rockville, Director Gerrie Checkon 
arranged for our German-American Day celebra-
tion to be on Saturday, October 5, at the Golden 
Bull Inn in Gaithersburg. The featured speaker 
for the dinner was the Head of School of the 
German School, Washington, D.C., Waldemar 
Gries, shown here shaking hands with Pinneberg 
Bürgermeisterin Urte Steinberg.

Thank You to RSCC                                                                                                October
“We are students from the Pinneberg Grund-und Gemeinschaftsschule, and we 
would like to thank the Rockville Sister City Corporation, Wootton High School, 
and the fantastic host families who helped us to do a two-week exchange in 
Rockville, Maryland this fall.
 “After a long flight, we arrived in D.C. and instantly everything seemed 
much bigger than in Germany: the buildings, the cars, the highway, you name it. 
We went by bus to Wootton High School where our host families welcomed us 
cheerfully and took us home with them.
 “Our host families and everyone else were very kind and so much friendlier 
(than most of the German people), and they included us like we were a part of 
the family. They made a lot of things possible that we really wanted to do. It was a 
lot of fun to spend time with our host families and to see the differences between 
American and German lifestyles. We also enjoyed seeing the difference between 
American and German people. We found that American people are way better in 
having conversations with people, probably because they are more open-heart-
ed. Americans are great hosts! And another difference is the ‘American high 
school feeling.’ All the students at Wootton seemed to be extremely motivated to 
study and still enjoyed their time. There are also two other differences between 
German and American schools. The first one is that American students can 
choose many of their subjects, whereas German students cannot do that. And the 
second one is that the school building is way bigger than ours and that they have 
more students than we do.
 “We were also able to see much of D.C., and we were really lucky that we 
went to D.C. before the government shutdown. We saw the White House, the 
Capitol, and a lot of fascinating memorials like the Washington Monument and 
the First World War Memorial; it was a big highlight to see all these amazing 
monuments. We also went to a lot of great museums like the National Museum of 
American History where we saw the original flag of the United States. We didn’t 
know it would be that big! Our trip to New York was very interesting, very loud, 
very dirty, and very cool! We stayed at the Westside YMCA and went to Central 
Park very often to play football (yes, American football!), and we also went to 
the top of the Rockefeller Center and saw the skyline of New York. It was just so 
amazing to be in this big city. Many of us had difficulties realizing the fact that 
we were really ‘there.’
 “Last but not least, we want to send a huge ’Thank You‘ to every single one 
who helped to make the exchange possible, and we are really looking forward to 
seeing our host families again someday. We all really enjoyed the time in Amer-
ica, and it was just so awesome to meet all the new people. We hope that we will 
get the opportunity to go back to America one day. Hopefully the exchanges 
between Rockville and Pinneberg will continue in the future so that many more 
students get the chance to see something so amazing and feel the way we did.”

– Yours faithfully, 
Mick, Julia, Anni, and Katharina (the German exchange students)
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Photographers’  
Circle Visits Rockville 
October – “A group of 12 photo 
enthusiasts from Pinneberg (der 
Fotokreis) exhibited a number of 
photographs from Pinneberg and 
the surrounding area at the Rock-
ville Senior Center. They arrived 
in Rockville on October 4, set up 
the exhibit on Saturday, October 
5, and opened the exhibit to the 
public on Sunday, October 6. The 
Rockville Sister City Corporation 
held a reception at the Senior 
Center for interested Rockville cit-
izens on Sunday evening, where 

American and German photographers met and 
discussed topics of mutual interest.
 The North Bethesda Camera Club partici-
pated in the event. Members of the NBCC devel-
oped a checklist of places for photo excursions, 
and in many cases these were combined with 
some good, old-fashioned sightseeing.
 The exhibit included photographs of 
Pinneberg and the surrounding area. Local 
club members helped to conduct some of the 
Germans around the local area for some photo 
opportunities.
 Pinneberg’s new Bürgermeisterin, Urte 
Steinberg, accompanied the Fotokreis and met 
with Rockville Mayor Phyllis Marcuccio and 
city administrators while she was here.” – by Jim 
McConkey and Denny Freezer

Unannounced Visit Results 
in Cultural Exchange
Mid-December – “Daniel Morris, a Rockville 
student, made a surprise visit to Pinneberg, 
Germany, where he received a warm welcome 
from Bürgermeisterin Urte Steinberg. In 
mid-December, Daniel, a sophomore at Colora-
do College, had just finished [music] studies in 
Hamburg and had a few free days for traveling. 
He took Hamburg’s transit system…out to 
Pinneberg, Rockville’s sister city. ‘I recognized 
the name,’ he said of Pinneberg… ‘I just thought 

I should go.’ Morris…walked from the transit 
station…to the Pinneberg Town Hall, [but] the 
building had just closed. [He] waited around 
until he could stop someone on the way out. ‘I 
just said, ‘I’m from Rockville.’”
 “The passer-by introduced him to an 
English teacher, who introduced him to Pin-
neberg’s mayor. Morris said they showed him 
around the town hall and took him to a confer-
ence room, where the Rockville flag displayed 
alongside the Pinneberg flag. Other mementos 
from the two cities’ decades-long friendship 
included a plaque from Rockville, a banner 
from the police department and old pictures of 
Rockville.
 “‘It was the craziest thing in the world,’ 
Morris said, ‘because I’ve never even been to 
Rockville’s town hall, and all of a sudden, I’m in 
the middle of Germany, and there’s a bunch of 
things about my [Rockville] town hall.’” 
– by Elizabeth Waibel, Rockville Gazette staff 
writer.

Pinneberg Room 
Decorated 
for the Holidays
December – As hap-
pens every year, Glen-
view Mansion asked 
RSCC to decorate the 
Pinneberg Room for 
the holidays, and Liz 
von Kaenel again 

set to the task. As in past years, tree decorations 
were used that reflect German traditions. The 
wooden tree topper and garland were comple-
mented by other wood and straw ornaments, nut 
crackers, gingerbread men, carved birds, fruit, 
and snowflakes. Wrapped packages were placed 
on the skirt under the tree. The glass display 
cases housed a collection of nut crackers and a 
traditional German Christmas pyramid. Stuffed 
animals were placed on top of the display cases. 
Greens were hung in the windows, and an Advent 
wreath was placed on the coffee table. A door 
wreath incorporated the Pinneberg flag.

Pinneberg Mayor Steinberg and 
Daniel Morris

The photos displayed at Fotokreis, 
all of which were eventually sold or 

raffled as a RSCC fundraiser.

Glenview Mansion’s 
Pinneberg Room during the 

holidays.
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RSCC Participates in Multicultural Day 
January 25 – “RSCC participated in a Multi-
cultural Day at St. Mary’s Parish, Rockville. We 
provided several displays and tables listing facts 
about Germany and the RSCC’s long sister city 
relationship with Pinneberg.
 “The RSCC tables featured traditional 
clothing, food, books, brochures, exhibits, 
photographs, and items from Germany. The 
display included Lederhosen (leather shorts 
with suspenders worn by men and boys), and 
a Kindertüte, a cone-like container given to a 
child to commemorate the first day of school.
 “The RSCC team included President 
Brigitta Mullican, directors Liz von Kaenel, 
Steve Fisher, and Marika Brown, and RSCC 
member Clair Whitaker. The team gave out 
Gummi Bears, chocolate Lebkuchen cookies, 
and Springerle anise cookies to children that 
correctly answered questions about Germany 
and then stamped their ‘passports.’ (Children 
played a passport game by visiting the table 
of each country and having their ‘passport’ 
stamped after sampling the food or learning one 
interesting fact about the country.)” – by Chris 
Malone

February – Our counterpart in Pinneberg, the 
German-American Society (DAGRP), celebrated 
its 30th anniversary. Unfortunately, no one from 
Rockville was able to attend, but RSCC did send a 
beautiful flower arrangement for the occasion and 
Rockville’s Mayor and Council sent a congratula-
tory letter. Thanks were given to Dunja Baker for 
arranging the delivery of the beautiful flowers and 
banner from the RSCC.

February – While on a family visit to Florida, 
RSCC President Brigitta Mullican had the op-
portunity to meet with former RSCC members who 
relocated to Florida.
 In Naples, Brigitta was invited to lunch at 
Dick and Judy Knorpp’s home. Dick was one of 
the original RSCC founders, which incorporated 

in October 1986. He and Judy moved to Naples in 
2012.
 In Sarasota, Rotraut and Larry Bock-
stahler invited Brigitta for dinner to toast the 
Pinneberg German-American Society (DAGRP) on 
their 30th anniversary celebration. Rotraut served 
as the RSCC president for two years and was very 
involved in the 50th anniversary planning.
 In Clearwater, Brigitta was hosted by Myrtle 
Sachs, who served as RSCC secretary in 1996, and 
who became active in the Clearwater Sister City 
program.
 
May – Relationships between friends from Rock-
ville and Pinneberg span the oceans. When former 
DAGRP president Hans Georg Beplat took a tour 

of the Continental United States, one of the sched-
uled stops was Washington, D.C. Knowing this, and 
having some free time available, George Al-
brecht and Brigitta Mullican arranged to meet 
Hans Georg. The three of them proceeded to visit 
the Udvar-Hazy aerospace museum and have a 

2014
2014 Is All About A Tale of Two Cities and Their Hospitality

Susanne Rosenbaum brought a mu-
sic group from the German School to 
the Saint Mary’s Multi-Cultural Day.

Brigitta Mullican with Dick and Judy 
Knorpp, Rotraut Bockstahler and 
Myrtle Sachs.
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leisurely meal before it was time for Hans Georg to 
return to his hotel and continue his journeys. Just 
another example of how tight personal relations 
remain among friends across the Atlantic.

Rockville’s Hometown Holidays and 
Memorial Day Parade
May – On Memorial Day, the City of Rockville al-
ways provides a beautiful wreath on behalf of the 
City of Pinneberg to honor the deceased service 

members of both countries. This has 
been the case for decades, and shows 
the deep and lasting friendship between 
countries that once fought against each 
other in two world wars. We thank 
Rockville for its expression of respect 
and sympathy to the service members 
of both Germany and the USA, and for 
attesting to our steadfast people-to-peo-
ple relationship.
 After the wreath laying cere-
mony, RSCC members joined with the 
Rockville Bicycle Advisory Committee 
and the Dragon Dancers of the Chinese 
Culture and Community Center in the 
parade. Thanks to Liz von Kaenel 
and her decoration crew for the hard 
work and many hours spent on the 
RSCC float, and to all the volunteers at 

the Hometown Holiday refreshments tent!

June 7 – RSCC participated in Twinbrook Multi-
cultural Day at Twinbrook Community Recreation 
Center. Multicultural Day celebrated Rockville’s 
diverse community by sharing its global experi-

ences; it featured arts and crafts, food, country 
displays and family entertainment from around 
the world.

Rockville Students Visit Pinneberg
June 20-July 3 –  Sue Thorpe, Wootton High 
School student coordinator, retired from MCPS af-
ter coordinating three student exchanges involving 
Wootton High School. She recommended Michael 
Dickel, a Wootton High School teacher, to finalize 
future trips to Pinneberg. A group of four students, 
three girls and one boy, visited Pinneberg from 
June 20 to July 3. The trip included a trip to Berlin. 
Mr. Dickel coordinated travel details with Silke 
Werner, his Pinneberg teacher contact. – by 
Gerrie Checkon

Rockville Students Visit Pinneberg - Recap
June  – “Finally, June 21st, 2014 was here. Mike 
Dickel and his 4 Wootton High School students 
arrived for their visit at Pinneberg. Months 
before, our team consisting of Silke Werner 
(Grund- und Gemeinschaftsschule Pinneberg 
– GuGS), Oliver Groβcurth (Theodor Heuss 
Schule – TH High School) together with Inge-
borg and Bernd Hinrichs had planned and 
finalized an attractive program of activities. As 
before, our guests stayed with host families.
 “The program began with a three-day 
excursion to Berlin, including a visit of the 
German Parliament at the Reichstag. After being 
back in Pinneberg, we took the group to Ham-
burg to experience the excitement of watching 
the World Cup Soccer Game USA-Germany at 
the Heiligengeistfeld on a gigantic Screen (called 
‘Public Viewing’). The next day we had lots of 
fun with paddle boats on the small river Alster 
and saw a very picturesque part of Hamburg. 
For a special get-together, two of the hostesses 
generously prepared a delicious buffet that we 
all enjoyed together.
 “As a public event, the DAGRP Grillfest … 
turned out to be a great success. Thanks to 
many donations, we were able to provide a nice 
party. The next excursion took us to Lübeck, 
where [our guide took us on an] interesting city 

Our youngest parade bicyclists.

With former DAGRP President Hans 
Georg Beplat.
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tour in English. Even with occasional rain show-
ers, this famous city always entangles visitors 
with its charm.
 “On Tuesday, the Wootton students expe-
rienced a typical German Grill Party with their 
friends. A bicycle trip to the ‘High Wire Garden’ 
at Hasloch followed. Again, rain put on some 
dampers, but the plan to continue was rewarded 
with an exciting experience at the High Wire. 
American and German students worked out 
together overcoming wonderful challenges and 
could not get enough – congratulations!
 “As final events, the Wootton group visited 
‘Dialog in the Dark’ and ‘Miniature Wonder 
Land’. All of this happened during the time of 
the World Cup Soccer games in Brazil. Needless 
to say, watching these games late at night must 
have resulted in some sleep deprivation…. 
Students of the Theodor Heuss School are looking 
forward to their return visit to Rockville this 
coming Fall. We express gratitude to all of our 
sponsors and supporters!” – by Bernd Hinrichs, 
DAGRP President (Translation by Rotraut Bock-
stahler)

Rockville’s Sister City: Pinneberg Interview 
July – “Before I came to Rockville for the second 
half of my summer break, I had an incredible 
experience living and working in Hamburg, Ger-
many, which is situated in northern Germany, 
an area with beautiful landscapes, rich history, 
and wonderful people. It was difficult to say 
goodbye to Hamburg because I loved the area so 
much, so you can imagine my delight when I had 
the opportunity to interview Brigitta Mullican, 
president of the Rockville Sister City Corporation 
(RSCC), about Rockville’s relationship with its 
German sister city, Pinneberg. We had a lot to 
talk about because Pinneberg, matched up with 
Rockville because of similar size, importance 
and proximity to metropolitan areas, is located 
just nine miles away from Hamburg.
 “Even though the connection between 
Rockville and Pinneberg experienced a dormant 
period from its founding in 1957 until its 30th 
anniversary celebration in 1987, the relationship 

between the two is now thriving. From exchang-
es to film nights to wine tastings, the RSCC gives 
members the opportunity to mingle with other 
people in the Rockville area who enjoy learn-
ing about other cultures, support exchanges, 
host people from Pinneberg (or want to find a 
host family there), and want to become more 
globally-minded. Ms. Mullican is so passion-
ate about the RSCC and getting more people 
involved because it connects people, both here 
and abroad. In fact, Ms. Mullican says she has 
met more people here in Rockville through RSCC 
social events than any other organization she 
has been involved with.
 “Once you are a member, one way to take 
advantage of this dynamic relationship is to 
become involved in the hosting process. Every 
year, the RSCC and its Pinneberg counterpart 
work to foster exchanges between the two cities, 
so that people in both places have the opportuni-
ty to interact with a different culture firsthand. 
When in Rockville, people participating in the 
exchange explore the town, often visiting D.C. 
and taking trips to New York as well; participate 
in activities with their host families; go to a local 
school (if they happen to be a student); and 
attend Rockville events. In Pinneberg, members 
of the RSCC become immersed in Pinneberg life 
and experience German culture through visits 
to Berlin and Lübeck, harbor tours in Hamburg, 
excursions to islands in the Baltic, and local 
events. 
 “Although many people assume these 
exchanges are only for students, they actually 
vary widely and have included students, adults, 
sports teams, performance groups, firefight-
ers and bicycle riders. Hosting someone from 
Pinneberg requires that you provide housing, 
transportation and meals for them, but it also 
gives you the opportunity to connect meaning-
fully with someone of a different background 
and show them all the wonderful things this 
area has to offer. One of the things Ms. Mulli-
can was most excited to share with me was 
her relationship with her ‘second daughter,’ a 
young woman from Pinneberg that she hosted 

The High Wire.
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years ago that she still keeps in close contact 
with. In my own experience, I had a great time 
living in Hamburg with a couple that has been 
good friends with my family for over 50 years, 
because it allowed me the chance to experience 
Germany through the eyes of someone who lives 
there and knows it well. It can be easy to get so 
wrapped up in visiting tourist destinations and 
famous sites that you forget to experience the 
city as a local would. I’ll never forget my time in 
Hamburg because it felt like I really lived there; 
the RSCC is working hard to give its members 
and people from Pinneberg the same chance. 
Even if you aren’t yet a member of RSCC, you 
can still experience Rockville’s relationship with 
Pinneberg at various places around town. In 
honor of Pinneberg, the Sister City Room in the 
Glenview Mansion is decorated every year for 
the holidays. You can see Pinneberg Time at City 
Hall, and you can drive down Pinneberg Avenue. 
In addition, Rockville is the proud recipient of 
the Welsh Park Sculpture ‘On Site,’ created by 
Pinneberg artist Gabrielle Schmidt-Heins to 
represent the early German tribal tradition of 
constructing a place for meetings and rituals, 
and the roses in the Friendship Garden in front 
of Rockville City Hall, a gift of friendship from 
Pinneberg. However, becoming a member of the 
RSCC, as an individual, family or corporation, is 
the only way to experience the full benefits of the 
relationship between Rockville and Pinneberg 
because of its social events, learning experienc-
es, and hosting opportunities. You don’t even 
need to speak German, be a student, or live 
within Rockville city limits to be a member! All 

you need is a desire to experience new things, 
connect with new people, and build bridges 
between cultures.” – by Becca Hunziker

Rockville Bikers Explore Berlin
July – “In late July a group of bicyclists from 
Rockville and our sister city of Pinneberg set 
out on a variation of our ‘Best Vacation Ever,’ 
the Baltic Riviera Tour of 2011. This time Heide 
Bethke proposed an eight-day ‘Cruise/Cycle thru 
the Spree Forest,’ in the vicinity of Berlin and 
Potsdam. We quickly accepted and many of the 
same group from 2011 converged on Pinneberg 
and met up with their host families. On Friday, 
July 25, we all got together for a send-off party at 
the lovely home of Frau Erika Wupperman.
 “Then on the 26th we headed for Berlin/
Spandau by train, and boarded the 41-meter 
(135-foot) MS Mecklenburg. Our group from 
Rockville and Pinneberg filled all 11 cabins on 
the Mecklenburg, so, with the exception of the 
four crew members, we were all friends. The 
crew quickly became friends also as we began 
a week-long series of bike tours coordinated 
with movements of the boat. Great company, 
fantastic meals, terrific biking and sightseeing 
and numerous visits to Biergartens combined 
to make for a very memorable adventure. So is 
there a new Best Vacation Ever? Better call it a 
draw!”– by Denny Freezer

August 5 – Former RSCC director and long-time 
member Bob Nelson celebrated his 90th birthday 
with a party at his residence in The Village at 
Rockville on Veirs Drive. His daughter, Cathy, did 

Berlin Bikers.
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the preparations 
and arrange-
ments, and 
many friends, 
family and 
acquaintances 
stopped by to 
say hello and 
pass on their 
good wishes. 
Bob says he is 
quite pleased 

with his apartment and the activities offered. He’s 
almost always open to visitors, but call first because 
he keeps up an active lifestyle. Ninety years young! 

Rockville and RSCC Featured 
on NBC News-4 
August – The summer was a busy one. Rockville 
had some fantastic publicity in promoting its 
Rockville Sister City program. NBC4 news featured 
six news stories about Rockville, one of which 
included the Rockville Sister City relationship with 
Pinneberg. On August 7, RSCC President Brigitta 
Mullican was interviewed by reporter Angie Goff 
as part of her coverage of Rockville.

Member Appreciation Evening 
August 26 – RSCC individual, family and corpo-
rate members were invited to a meet and greet and 
the opportunity to mingle with Rockville’s Mayor 
Bridget Donnell Newton and Councilmembers 
Virginia D. Onley and Julie Palkovich Carr 
at the Rockville City Hall. Home-baked German 
desserts, coffee, lemonade and wine were featured, 

and new members were recognized. Thanks went 
out to our longest-serving RSCC member, Liz von 
Kaenel, who organized fantastic desserts, and to 
Jack Rodgers for providing the wine. 
 Gaithersburg Mayor Sidney Katz and State 
Sen. Jennie Forehand were also there. New 
members were recognized and each member re-
ceived a small gift. We also said “happy birthday” 
to member Roald Schrack for his 88th birthday. 
We were delighted with the good turnout.

Pinneberg Students Travel 
to Wootton High School 
September 28-October 12 – Plans were made 
between Wootton and the Theodor Heuss Schule 
in Pinneberg for the second leg of the annual 
student exchange. Twelve students (three boys and 
nine girls) from Pinneberg arrived at Washing-
ton’s Dulles International Airport to begin a two 
week stay in the United States, and were hosted 
by Rockville families. They were accompanied by 
two teachers, Oliver Groβcurth and Angelika 
Krämer (and her son Johann).
 Herr Groβcurth organized the trip in 
Pinneberg. Their plans included visiting Wootton 
High School, attending the German-American Day 
Dinner, a side trip to New York City, and a farewell 
party.   Kristen Daugherity, the Wootton coordi-
nator, helped identify family hosts and Drew Pow-
ell, RSCC Student Exchange Coordinator managed 
several activities in Rockville. Student exchanges 
are one of the activities sponsored by the Rockville 
Sister City Corporation to foster friendship, cultural 
awareness and political understanding, which is at 
the heart of the international sister city program.

RSCC members Brigitta Mullican, Liz 
von Kaenel, and George Albrecht were 
there to help Bob (seated) celebrate.

Pinneberg students and host families 
met at Wootton High School.
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 RSCC has hosted and supported various 
exchange groups over the years. Exchanges have 
included Rockville Chorus, Rockville Orchestra, 
Rockville/Pinneberg swim teams, basketball 
teams, and dance/theatrical performers (Tanz-
schule Leseberg Dance School of Pinneberg and 
The Finest! Performance Troupe of Rockville).

German American Day 
October 5 – The RSCC celebrated German-Amer-
ican Day at the Mykonos Grill and Restaurant to 
commemorate the founding of the first German 
settlement in the United States at Germantown, 
Pennsylvania, in the mid-1660s. These European 
immigrants and their descendants have been a vi-
tal part of America for three-and-a-half centuries.
 The restaurant’s owners were both born 
and lived in Germany and delighted in hearing 
German spoken in this well-known establishment 
for Greek fare.
 Seventy persons attended, including the 
teachers and German students participating in a 
student exchange at Wootton during that time. Ga-
brielle Williams’ (third from the left) generous 

donation allowed us to invite them as our guests. 
Anja Cyriax, (third from the right) cultural 
counselor and German-American liaison officer 
at the German Embassy, was our guest speaker. 
Attendees remarked about the wonderful meal, 
ambiance and camaraderie of the event. – by 
Gerrie Checkon

Visitors From Germany 
October – Denny and Linda Freezer had 
the pleasure of hosting Martin and Marion 
Vollertsen of Eutin, Germany. They were nearing 
the end of a journey with multiple stops in the U.S., 
including in their sister city of Lawrence, Kansas. 
The photo shows a dinner gathering on October 
12 at Gordon Biersch in Rockville to celebrate the 
visit of the Vollertsens. They met Bernd and In-
geborg Hinrichs (from Pinneberg) at a function 
of the Hamburg U.S. Consulate General and sub-
sequently became friends, and when Bernd lent 
Martin his copy of “Rockville: Portrait of a City,” 
Martin was hooked and decided he had to see it 
for himself. On this trip they also visited Boston, 
Massachusetts; Lawrence, Kansas; Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina; Mount Vernon and Alexandria, 
Virginia; Gettysburg, Pennsylvania; Baltimore; and 
Washington, D.C. The lure of sister city relation-
ships extends across all borders.

One Month of Sister City Hospitality 
October – Twenty-three year-old Lisa Duhm 
came to the U.S. as an intern at the German Press 
Agency in order to learn how journalism works in 
the U.S. capital. What she did not expect to find: a 
network that connects her hometown to the City of 
Rockville and had given her the opportunity to get 
to know the American way of life:
 “Brigitta Mullican doesn’t usually ask for 
favors, her hands-on, do-it-yourself mindset 
is what keeps her going. But this time, she was 
serious: ‘Could you write this article for our 
website?’ was one of the first things she asked 
when I arrived at her home in Rockville…. It 
was my first time in the US and – overwhelmed 
by all the new impressions and trying to return 
some of Brigitta’s extraordinary hospitality – 

At Mykonos Grill. 

Marin and Marion Vollertsen 
(far left).
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out came my ‘Yes, of course, no problem.’ I did 
not expect how time would fly by during the 
next four weeks.
 “Now, here I sit in the room that has been 
mine for the last month and I have just about an 
hour left before my bus leaves and takes me to 
my next destination, New York. Here I sit trying 
to write an article about my impressions and 
feelings as a young German coming to the US for 
the first time, but also the experiences of an as-
piring journalist working with the German Press 
Agency (dpa) in the world’s center of power, 
Washington, D.C.
 “One thing is for sure: I had a great time. 
I worked with the largest German news wire 
and learned how German news is reported. I 
was there when we first heard about the crash 
of Space Ship Two and I was there when they 
published the preliminary results for the mid-
term election. I wrote a lot of short news pieces, 
but also some longer ones, for example the one 
about Muriel Bowser, D.C.’s new mayor. I went 
to press conferences with important German 
politicians and was allowed to cover an event 
with Michelle Obama at the White House. When I 
think about it now, it still seems crazy: I went to 
the White House and met Michelle Obama!
 “However, this is not all. Whenever I was 
free, I explored the U.S. capital. And I have to say: 
I got to know it, at least partly. I went to most 
of the museums at the National Mall, roamed 
through Georgetown, Eastern Market, Cleveland 
Park, and went to a concert at the Library of 
Congress. On the way, I also made new friends. 

Together, we celebrated Halloween, one of the 
most American experiences ever.
 “My time in D.C. has prepared me for the 
rest of my journey. I have two months ahead 
of me, and I want to get to know the U.S. even 
better. I thank the Sister City Corporation for 
making my experiences here in D.C. and Rock-
ville possible, and special thanks go – of course 
– to Brigitta, but also to George (Albrecht), 
Lois (Vuolo) and Liz (von Kaenel) who gave 
me an even broader insight into the American 
hospitality!” – by Lisa Duhm

Our Town — Rockville
December – The Rockville Sister City Corpora-
tion accepted the invitation to participate in being 
part of Rockville’s story and by supporting the 
Maryland Public Television documentary.

A Special Thank You to 
the City of Rockville
December – RSCC thanked the Mayor and 
Council for their in-kind support of the RSCC 
during the past year – staff support, printing and 
mailing of the RSCC Newsletter, bus transportation 
for visitors from Pinneberg, providing space at City 
Hall for the RSCC board to meet, and especially 
liaison help from Superintendent of Recreation 
Betsy Thompson and Councilmember Virginia 
D. Onley.
 Looking forward to a great 60th anniversary 
of the sister city relationship with Pinneberg in 
2017!

Lisa Duhm, intern with the German 
Press Agency.

2014 Rockville-Pinneberg Student 
Exchange, featured in Our Town 
Rockville.
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January – RSCC congratulated our long-time 
Rockville city liaison, Betsy Thompson, on 
her retirement. We presented her with a framed 
certificate and a commemorative clock.
 Betsy retired from Rockville city government 
after a 27-year career, primarily with the Recre-
ation and Parks Department. She was honored at 
a retirement party for her at Rockville’s Glenview 
Mansion on January 14. Acting as city liaison for 
many years, she was instrumental in helping to 
coordinate numerous RSCC activities with the City 
of Rockville through numerous administrations. 
Betsy has visited Pinneberg on many occasions, 
and without her help the 40th and 50th anniversa-
ry celebrations could not have been the successes 
they were.
 Betsy has continued her work with the Ski 

Patrol, and has put her communication skills to 
work as a Tour Guide in Washington, D.C.
 Laura Creech took over as the interim city 
liaison.
 Thanks, Betsy, for all your help, dedication 
and creativity over the years.

January – The RSCC was invited to the annual 
Montgomery County Sister City meeting on January 
13. The county has four sister cities: Morazan, El 
Salvador; Gondar, Ethiopia; Xian, China; and Hy-
derabad, India. Each subcommittee gave a report. 
RSCC also gave a briefing on its activities.

Pinneberg Students Discuss 
Trip to Rockville
March – “Before the annual meeting of the 
German-American Society Rockville-Pinneberg 
[DAGRP] started, four students of Theodor 
Heuss School had their say. Merle Szimkowski, 
Hermann Siebel, Benita Thiel and Anneke 
Sellmann reported together with teacher Oliver 
Groβcurth on their trip to Rockville.
 “Siebel reported of a friendly welcome at 
the 3000-student American high school [Woot-
ton] and the host families. “I had a whole floor 
for me,” he said, and also praised the ‘drivers,’ 
the host parents. After the 14-day stay, it was 
clear changes were felt. “I think my English has 
improved. My English teacher thinks that too.” 
Especially memorable to Benita Thiel was a 
roadblock in Washington, where the group was 
stopped by police. Minutes later darkened lim-
ousines rushed past, including a police escort.
 “We cannot prove it, but we are sure that 
we saw Obama,’ said the [Theodor] Heuss 
student. In the Rockville Room of [Pinneberg’s] 
Town Hall is a similar photo of a sedan with a 
waving US flag and Presidential Seal on the driv-
er’s door. In addition to attractions such as the 
Capitol, the White House or the Statue of Liberty 
during a trip to New York, Merle Szimkowski 
was intrigued by something else: “It was nice 
to see the daily life of the people and not just 
tourist attractions.” Anneke Sellmann brought 
the opinion of the students to the point: “That 
was one of the greatest experiences I’ve had in 
my young life and we want to once again thank 
you, that you made it possible.” Many contacts 
with host families are still intact – and the 
anticipation on a return visit [from Rockville 
students] was great. In July, six to ten students 
and two teachers [from Rockville] are expected 
in Pinneberg.
 “It’s good to hear something like that. This 
is an endorsement of our work, when it has 
such a positive impact,’ said Bernd Hinrichs, 

2015
2015 Many Activities Makes for a Busy Year

RSCC Secretary Steve Fisher at the 
MoCo Sister City Meeting

Betsy Thompson is thanked for 
her many years of Rockville 

liaison to RSCC.
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president of the German-American Society 
Rockville-Pinneberg. ...There were 158 mem-
bers in DAGRP at the end of 2014. ‘There are 61 
couples and 37 individuals. The male to female 
ratio was, as usual, almost balanced with 81 to 
80,’ Treasurer Hans-Dietmar Bethke said. He 
resigned his position [as treasurer] after twelve 
years. [B]ut he was reelected by the society’s 
members as a board director to supervise the 
website. Felicitas Lorenz was elected as the 
new treasurer. Vice-President Margrit Ziegler 
was also confirmed in office as were directors 
Birgit Drechsler and Michael Patt.”
– Thanks to our friend Herbert Hoffman in 
Pinneberg for this Pinneberger Tageblatt article.

April – Andy Lett took over the duties of RSCC’s 
city liaison from Laura Creech. RSCC thanked 
Laura for her help and assistance and wished 
her well in her new duties. We also welcomed 
Andy with an eye toward working with him in 
the future. Andy is Rockville’s superintendent of 
recreation.

Planning Begins for the 60th Anniversary
May – RSCC President Brigitta Mullican and 
RSCC Member George Albrecht were recently 
in Pinneberg as guests of former DAGRP Pres-
ident Hans Georg Beplat and his friend Ilka 
Allwardt.
 During the five-day visit, Brigitta attended a 
Pinneberg Stadtrat (city council) meeting, and 
she and George were guests of honor at a wonder-
ful party on a Friday night at a local restaurant.
 Their primary mission in Pinneberg was 

to meet with counterparts and members of the 
Deutsch-Amerikanische Gesellschaft Rock-
ville-Pinneberg (DAGRP: German-American 
Society, Rockville-Pinneberg) to begin planning 
for the Rockville-Pinneberg 60th anniversary in 
2017.

Rockville’s Hometown Holidays
May – RSCC manned the beer tent! „Bier, her; 
Bier her, oder ich fall um!” (Another beer! Anoth-
er beer, or else I will collapse!)
 Thanks to all who helped man the RSCC bev-
erage booth during Hometown Holidays. Working 
with each other built team spirit and also earned 
a significant contribution for RSCC programs. – by 
Jack Rodgers

Rockville’s Hometown Holidays 
May –  As one of the long-time participants, 
since the early 1980s, RSCC helped Rockville 
celebrate and honor the Memorial Day holiday. 
The day began with RSCC Director Drew Powell 
placing a memorial flower wreath at Rockville’s 
memorial flame. This wreath laying is a long-

60th Anniversary Planning Meeting:
(L-R) Herbert Hoffmann, Brigitta 
Mullican, Bernd Hinrichs, Margrit 
Ziegler, Ingeborg Hinrichs,
Birgit Drechsler, Ilke Allwardt, Hans 
Georg Beplat.

(L-R) Chris Malone, Steve Fisher and 
Drew Powell quench the thirst of an 
HTH patron.
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time tradition celebrated with our sister city 
Pinneberg.
 For the parade, our unit was led by George 
Albrecht and Steve Fisher, in jaunty Ger-
man hats, carrying the RSCC banner. This was 
followed by Liz von Kaenel in German dress 
riding in Jack Rodgers’ Corvette convertible. 
A pickup truck was decorated with flowers 
– black-eyed-Susans for Rockville; roses for 
Pinneberg; and peonies for Jiaxing. Two large 
flags from our sister/friendship cities also were 
displayed on the truck.
 Many thanks for behind the scenes work 
on the truck go to: Liz von Kaenel, Gerrie 
Checkon, Julie Pfefer, Steve Fisher, and 
Maury Ward.
 As a complete surprise, RSCC won the 
Recreation and Parks Department’s prize as 
their favorite unit in the parade. – by Liz von 
Kaenel

How Germany is Less Car-Reliant than U.S.
June – Compared to Americans, Germans own 
fewer cars, drive them shorter distances and less 
frequently, and walk and cycle and ride transit 
more often. They have slimmer waistlines to show 
for their active transport habits and suffer fewer 
traffic deaths, whether in a car or not. They spend 
less household income on getting around even 
as they pay much more in driving costs. They 
use less energy per person on ground transport, 
resulting in lower carbon emissions. (Google 
“Sustainability Indicators for U.S. and German 
Transport Systems” for a great list of perfor-

mance measures). – by Bill Michie (Bill is an 
avid bicyclist and RSCC member.)

Rockville Volunteer Fire 
Department Visits Pinneberg 
August – “Last night (August 6, 2015) Battal-
ion Chief Hinde, Captain Ader, & EMT Hinde 
made a presentation on behalf of the officers 
and members of the RVFD to Wehrführer (Fire 
Chief) Claus Koster and the members of the 
Feuerwehr Pinneberg. The presentation at 
Pinneberg Fire Headquarters included a letter 
inviting our good friends from Germany to our 
95th Anniversary Awards Banquet in April of 
2016. Since 1992 the RVFD and Feuerwehr Pin-
neberg have had a strong relationship formed 
through the Rockville Sister City Corporation. 
Throughout the last 3 decades countless friend-
ships have been forged during many depart-
mentally organized and personal visits back 
and forth between the US & Germany. We look 
forward to continuing to learn from one anoth-
er and our lasting friendship with the members 
of Pinneberg.” – from the RVFD Announcement

Award for Sue Thorpe 
August – Former RSCC President Brigitta Mul-
lican, presented retired teacher Sue Thorpe 
with a shadow box of memories and a certificate 
of appreciation for Sue’s dedication and achieve-
ments as the primary liaison between Rockville’s 
Wootton High School and various schools in 
Pinneberg, Germany. During her time at Wootton, 
Sue was the head of the Arts Department and 
coordinated the Education Academy. Since she 
has a strong love for traveling, she coordinated 
the student exchange trips for Wootton and Pin-
neberg students.
 Sue said, “For two years, students from 
Wootton High School traveled to Pinneberg and 
toured many incredible historic and cultur-
al cities. And the Wootton students and their 
families welcomed German students and staff 
to Rockville. In all of these exchange visits, the 
highlight was the personal relationships that were 
established and which continue to this day. It was 

Presentation to Wehrführer Koster.

Sue Thorpe is presented an award 
by Brigitta Mullican.

Drew Powell, Memorial Day wreath 
laying ceremony.
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always a privilege and an honor to be a part of 
these special programs.”
 Sue now lives in Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, 
where she is involved with special programs in the 
College of Education at Penn State University. She is 
also very blessed to care for her grandchildren and 
to be a part of their early learning experiences.
 Thanks again, Sue, for your help and support 
in this important people-to-people endeavor!

Visit with Roald Schrack and Pat Wilson 
August – Pat Wilson and Roald Schrack, 
long-time supporters of RSCC, welcomed George 
Albrecht and Brigitta Mullican to their rela-
tively new abode in Gaithersburg. Pat and Roald 
are now in the Mund Building on the Asbury 
Campus. They have a beautiful apartment on the 
seventh floor with two balconies over-looking the 
campus.
 Roald has always had his ear to the ground 
regarding Rockville politics, and still follows it 
with much more enthusiasm than Gaithersburg 
politics, which he finds rather “bland.” He related 
some of his interesting family history, including 
this information about his former father-in-law, 
Calvin Bryce Hoover: “I gave a short talk on him at 
a sister city meeting five years ago, but I consider 
his importance to history sufficiently important 
that ... you mention him again. What is important 
is that the Morgenthau Plan was defeated and 
instead, Germany was assisted in regaining its 
status as an important and vital part of Europe. 
He deserves greater recognition for the role he 
played.”

Family from Pinneberg 
Living in Rockville 
August – In an almost unbelievable coinci-
dence, Christian and Katharina Jessen-KIin-
genberg, and their sons Frederik (5) and 
Alexander (3), had just bought a house in 
Pinneberg, moving there from Hamburg, 
when — and here I will let Christian continue 
the story: “Literally days later I got a job offer 
from the German School Washington D.C. to 
work there as a teacher for the coming three 

years. After some consideration, I accepted that 
offer which, after all, is a great opportunity to 
experience life in the United States. And then we 
found a house for ourselves in Rockville – only 
to find out AFTERWARDS that Pinneberg and 
Rockville were twin cities. So my family and I 
won’t live in Pinneberg but in its partner city 
Rockville for the next three years.” The family 
has settled in their new home, which in another 
coincidence, used to be the residence of the head 
of the German School. Christian, who is a huge 
history buff and can’t wait to explore Civil War 
battlefields in the United States, previously spent 
five years at Oxford, and will be teaching history 
and Latin. Katharina is applying for a work visa 
to work there also, and both boys now attend the 
German School.

 As you can see, the Jessen-Klingenbergs are 
a great addition to Rockville, and Christian and 
Katharina and their sons have already in a very 
short time made many friends in our commu-
nity. They are anxious to delve into American 
life and really get to know Rockville and the sur-
rounding area. Please give them a big welcome 
when you meet them. – by Denny Freezer

Summer – In a series of successions, Brigitta 
Mullican resigned for personal reasons as RSCC 
president on July 8, with Vice-President Jack 
Rodgers then becoming president and Chris 
Malone then volunteering to become vice-presi-
dent. However, Jack made it known that he could 
only serve through mid-August, at which time 
Chris became president. Drew Powell became 
vice-president.

Roald Schrack, Brigitta Mullican 
and Pat Wilson.

Alexander, Katharina, Frederik and 
Christian.
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Rockville Volunteer Appreciation Day
September  – RSCC volunteers were among those 
honored by Rockville during the city’s annual Vol-
unteer Appreciation Day, September 10, 2015, at 
the Glenview Mansion. Shown above are the RSCC 
Board of Directors along with Mayor Bridget 
Newton and Councilmembers Julie Palakovich 
Carr, Virginia Onley, Beryl Feinberg and 
Mark Pierzchala.

September – The RSCC Annual Membership 
Meeting was held on Thursday, September 24, 
2015 in the Conservatory of the Glenview Mansion. 
A review of RSCC’s activities over the past year was 
presented by President Chris Malone. Director 
Drew Powell put together a slide presentation for 
the event.
 In recognition of her invaluable service to the 
Rockville Sister City Corporation, from leading 
its inception in 1986 to serving several terms on 
the board, with her most recent term ending in 
July 2015, Chris noted that over those many years, 
Brigitta Mullican had held the position of RSCC 
president a total of seven times.

German-American 
Day Dinner 
October – Sunday, 
October 4, 2015, RSCC 
once again held its 
dinner in observance of 
German-American Day 
at The Mykonos Grill 
in Rockville. Seventeen 

people were in attendance. The guest speaker was 
Christian Jessen-Klingenberg, the teacher 
from Pinneberg, whom we profiled above.

Thanksgiving 
in Pinneberg
November 
– Sixty-six 
members and 
friends of 
Pinneberg’s Ger-
man-American 
Society (DAGRP) 
celebrated 
Thanksgiving 
in “Meusel’s 
Landdrostei.” 

“It’s a tradition that was ‘imported’ from Rock-
ville 25 years ago,” said DAGRP President Bernd 
Hinrichs.
 Of course, stuffed turkey was served with 
gravy. In addition, sweet corn, Brussels sprouts, 
parsleyed potatoes, sweet potato puree and 
cranberry sauce were on the menu. – Pinneberg-
er Tageblatt, Dec. 1, 2015, with special thanks to 
DAGRP’s Herbert Hoffmann

Germany Opens Bicycle-Only Autobahn
December – The route will eventually include 
more than 60 miles of bike highway, and could 
take 50,000 cars off the streets each day. www.bi-
cycling.com/culture/advocacy/germany-opens-bi-
cycle-only-autobahn

G-A Day Dinner.

It’s all about the turkey – this 
Thanksgiving tradition was started 
25 years ago.

RSCC volunteers with Rockville’s 
Mayor and Council.

Chris Malone and Brigitta Mullican.
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January – Drew Powell succeeded Chris 
Malone as RSCC president at the January board 
meeting.
 Schedules for the 60th anniversary celebra-
tions were formalized. A Rockville delegation 
will visit Pinneberg in early June and a Pinneberg 
delegation will visit Rockville in early October 
2017.
 In addition, the City of Rockville and RSCC 
meet on a monthly basis to plan for the 60th 
anniversary celebration in Rockville as well as the 
Rockville delegation’s visit to Pinneberg. Mayor 
Bridget Donnell Newton, Councilmember Ber-
yl Feinberg, Director of Parks and Recreation 
Tim Chesnutt, and Rockville/RSCC liaison, Andy 
Lett, are instrumental in moving this process 
forward. Thanks also go to RSCC Secretary Steve 
Fisher for documenting these planning sessions.

Excitement Around Pinneberg 
February – Director Denny Freezer reported: 
“I had a little article with me at last night’s (Feb 
9) RSCC Board meeting, from Saturday’s Wall 
Street Journal, saying a 400-meter ship had de-
fied attempts by first 6 tugs, then 7, to free it. But 
they were planning to try again at high tide.
 “So now I see at [Deutsche Welle] that the 
rescue is complete. I had exchanged emails 
with some of our Pinneberg friends while it was 
aground and they said it was all over the news 
there.”

Visit with Former RSCC 
Director Bob Nelson 
March – RSCC Vice-President Brigitta Mullican 
and member George Albrecht had an oppor-
tunity to chat with former RSCC Director Bob 
Nelson during a visit to The Village at Rockville 
(formerly the National Lutheran Home) on Veirs 
Drive. Brigitta, George and RSCC member Lois 
Vuolo were attending a “Get Acquainted” briefing 
at The Village; afterwards, Brigitta and George 
stopped by Bob’s apartment to catch up on things.

 Bob has been happily ensconced in his 
apartment since selling his house on Dale Drive. 
Although not as mobile as he used to be, Bob gets 
around quite handily. He is involved in the local 
choir, talks with his son almost every day, has a 
daughter and granddaughter in the vicinity (two 
granddaughters also live in Seattle, and a new 
great-granddaughter recently joined the family), 
and keeps abreast of the news and many friends 
throughout the world via email and the worldwide 
web. He still enjoys classical music and a good 
joke every now and then.
 He sends his greetings to the “old timers” of 
RSCC and Rockville who remember him, and also 
to his many Pinneberg friends and acquaintances.

Rockville Science Center 
Holds Appreciation Night 
March – Numerous RSCC mem-
bers, who are also supporters of 
the Rockville Science Center (RSC), enjoyed an 
evening of science and camaraderie at the F. Scott 
Fitzgerald Theater.
 Robert “Bob” Ekman, president of 
the board of trustees (and an RSCC member) 
welcomed all attendees and briefly discussed the 
goals of the Rockville Science Center. The evening 
started with a nice spread of hors d’oeuvres and 
time for networking, and wound up with a science 
trivia quiz that had many scratching their heads.
 Among the RSCC attendees were Skip Wil-
liamson, Caryl McNeilly, Brigitta Mullican, 
Marika Brown and George Albrecht.

Pinneberg’s Fire Fighters Visit Rockville
April – Rockville-Pinneberg firefighters have 
been in contact for 25 years. From time to time, 
firefighters from one city journey across the 
Atlantic to visit their counterparts in the other city, 
for professional development, camaraderie and 
renewing old acquaintances. The visit of Pinne-
berg firefighters to Rockville in April 2016 was 
celebrated at the Glenview Mansion in high style. It 

2016
2016 Brings Changing Roles and Responsibilities
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was a welcoming and friendly event; just the type 
of exchange that Rockville and the Rockville Sister 
City Corporation encourages.
        

May 12 – After weather and schedule delays and 
conflicts, the RSCC/Mayor and Council “Meet and 
Greet” event was a great success. It was a great 
opportunity for all attendees to become more 
familiar with Rockville’s elected officials and the 
Rockville Sister City Corporation.

May 28-30 – RSCC once again supports Rock-
ville’s Hometown Holidays event, by manning a 
refreshments tent, presenting the annual Pinne-
berg-Rockville friendship wreath at the Memorial 
Day remembrance activity, and participating in 
the annual parade (joined by students from the 
German School in Potomac).

August – RSCC 
President Drew 
Powell and 
his son, Tyler, 
visit Pinneberg 
to discuss 60th 
anniversary 
activities with 
DAGRP repre-
sentatives. They 
were the guests 
of DAGRP Pres-
ident Bernd 

Hinrichs. “The partnership between Rockville 
and Pinneberg (existing since 1957 – one of 
the oldest partnerships in Germany) continues 

through official and unofficial meetings,” the local 
Pinneberg newspaper reported.
 

Former RSCC City Liaison Betsy Thompson 
Joins Pinneberg Bicyclists in Ireland
September – A bicycle tour through Ireland/Pin-
neberger Tageblatt from September 15, 2016.
 “Members of the German-American Society 
and friends from Rockville went with Betsy 
Thompson on a bicycle tour through Ireland. 
For decades Betsy Thompson from Rockville en-
sured actively and passionately that the partner-
ship between Rockville and Pinneberg was filled 
with life. ‘Many of those [in Pinneberg] who 
visited Rockville, remember with fond memory 
the commitment and kindness they received. 
It was always a matter of course, to make the 
stay of Pinnebergers in Rockville interesting and 
lively,’ says Herbert Hoffmann of the German 
American Society.
 “For her 60th birthday she had the idea to 
do cycling through Ireland together with some of 
her Pinneberg friends.... A total of 22 participants 
were present. Eleven from Rockville and the 
same from Pinneberg. These included, among 
others, Margrit Ziegler and Bernd Hinrichs 
from the board of the German-American Soci-
ety.”

RSCC Gets New City Staff Liaison
September – Rockville City Clerk/Director of 
Council Operations Kathleen Conway becomes 
RSCC city staff liaison. Kathleen is pictured below 
with Mayor Bridget Donnell Newton.  

DAGRP President Bernd Hinrichs, 
Drew and Tyler Powell, 

and Herbert Hoffmann. 
(Photo credit: Pinneberger Tageblatt)

Rockville and Pinneberg firefighters.

Retiring Rockville Police Chief Terry 
Treschuk receives an honorary 
membership award from RSCC 
President Drew Powell at the 2016 
meet and greet event.
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With Rockville and Pinneberg 
friends. (September 2016, Betsy 
Thompson is fifth from the left.)

Rockville Sister City Day
September 24 – Held at Town Center, and 
working in conjunction with the City of Rock-
ville, the German-themed event celebrated 
Rockville Sister City Corporation’s 30 years 
of service. The event featured draft beers 
served by World of Beer and Gordon Biersch, 
the music of the Rockville German Concert 
Band, food with a German flare provided by 
local vendors, and the Rockville Volunteer 
Fire Department as well as other enthusiastic 
participants. RSCC had a tent to advertise 
our relationship with Pinneberg, Germany, to 

Above: Rousing and lively music, 
courtesy of the Rockville German 
Band.

“Prost!” says RSCC member Sigy 
Krauss (center) to two members of 
the German Band.

promote RSCC, and to increase membership. 
Attendance was phenomenal, the weather 
cooperative, the food and drinks great, there 
were activities for young and old, and the 
atmosphere was one of fun and friendship.

October 9 – The annual German-American Day 
Dinner was held at Normandie Farm Restaurant in 
Potomac.
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Sister City Volksmarch 
April 22 – The RSCC joined the Seneca Valley 
Sugarloafers, walking for the first official event of 
the 60th anniversary season – a Volksmarch! This 
noncompetitive 3.1-mile (5 km) or 6.2-mile (10 
km) walk happened on a misty Saturday, but was 
attended by about 85 walkers nonetheless. The 
event started and ended at the Rockville Swim and 
Fitness Center. (Volksmarching – a peoples’ walk 
– got its name from its origins in Europe.)

Off to Pinneberg for the 60th Anniversary
May-June – A delegation of 23 people arrived in 
Pinneberg to celebrate the 60th year of Rockville 
Sister Cities.

2017
2017 Combines a Year of Celebrations

Our very own “native” Pinneberger, 
Christian Jessen-Klingenberg, par-

takes in his first-ever Volksmarch…
in Rockville!

May 31 – Arrive Pinneberg.

June 1 – Tour Lübeck.

June 2 – Tour Pinneberg, Rathaus Reception and Bench 
Dedication.

June 3 – Tour Hamburg and Drostei 250th Anniversary Gala.

June 4 – Tour Schwerin.

June 5 – Time with Host Families.

June 6 – Departure.
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Margrit Ziegler (gift coordinator) with Pinneberg Mayor Urte Steinberg (left) and Rockville Mayor Bridget Donnell Newton, 
unveiling the Pinneberg-Rockville Benches at the Pinneberg Rosengarten (June 2, 2017).

Gala evening at the Drostei (June 3, 2017).

Off to Rockville for the 60th Anniversary
October – A delegation of people will arrive in 
Rockville to celebrate the 60th year of Rockville 
Sister Cities joint partnership.
 Some of the planned events for the Rockville 
visit are:
• Oct. 2, Pinneberg delegation greeted by Mayor 

and Council.
• Oct. 3, Pinneberg delegation visits the Phillips 

Museum and Renwick Gallery.
• Oct. 4, Pinneberg delegation visits Udvar Hazy 

Air/Space Museum; Great Falls - C&O Canal 
and welcome party at Gordon Biersch.

• Oct. 5, Pinneberg delegation visits National 
Capitol Mall Delegation with evening reception 

“To a friend’s house, 
the road is never long.”

at Mayor Newton’s home with Indian Summer 
Tour Group.

• Oct. 6, Pinneberg delegation tour of Rockville; 
bench ceremony at F. Scott Fitzgerald Theatre 
and Glenview Mansion Gala reception.

• Oct. 7, Pinneberg delegation and Indian Sum-
mer Tour Group are honored guests at Rock-
tobierfest and farewell party at the Rockville 
Volunteer Fire Department.

• Oct. 8, Depart Rockville.
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 Yo
u Delegate Host Family

George Albrecht Hans Georg Beplat and Ilka Allwardt
Hagop Balekjian Silvia and Dr. Hartwig Imholz
Ying Chen Irmhild and Dr. Jürgen Kleinhans
Kathleen Conway Sabine and Thomas Körner
Beryl Feinberg Dr. Thomas Palaschewski and Renate Gerke
Steve Fisher Amke and York Witting/Schnatmeier
Trish Gallalee Drs. Sigrid and Klaus Behling
Bonnie Grimm Bärbel Schultz and Werner Porepp
Bing Huang Angela and Karl-Heinz Traboldt
Christian Jessen-Klingenberg Rosemarie and Siegfried Benndorf
Chris Malone Bärbel Schultz and Werner Porepp
Bill Michie Elke and Klaus-Jürgen Herbst
Brigitta Mullican Hans Georg Beplat and Ilka Allwardt
Bridget Newton Felicitas and Michael Lorenz
Sue-Ann Norian Margrit and Jürgen Ziegler
Mark Pierzchala Hotel Cap Polonio (Family Drechsler, contact)
Drew and Tyler Powell Ingeborg and Bernd Hinrichs
Pat and John Rodgers Claudia and Michael Patt
Joan and Wayne Savage Ilse and Peter Ohrt
Sue and Steve Van Grack Inge and Dr. Manfried Heinrich
Liz von Kaenel Heide and Hans-Dietmar Bethke
Jay Wang Irmhild and Dr. Jürgen Kleinhans
Stephanie and Bob Wright Astrid and Frank Mohr

 Special thanks also to former RSCC Newsletter editors, including Janice Solomon and Tim Nixon 
for keeping the history of the RSCC and Rockville’s relationship with Pinneberg, Germany, well-document-
ed, and to the RSCC’s secretaries, Steve Fisher, Jim McConkey, Carole Nicholas, Gerrie Checkon, 
Wayne Savage and Jerol Briggs who, over the past decade, have kept the official monthly meeting 
records. Also to those RSCC members who took the time for suggestions, comments, edits, photos, etc., to 
make this brochure the most accurate it could be, and to the Public Information and Community Engage-
ment (PICE) Division of the City of Rockville for their professional artistic touch.
 And to friends in Pinneberg, especially Klaus-Peter Günther, Bernd Hinrichs, Herbert Hoff-
mann, and Hans-Dietmar Bethke for their assistance with photos and data.
 Apologies in advance for any misstatements of fact or misspellings of names or places. They were 
wholly unintentional.
 It is also with deepest appreciation for RSCC Webmaster and Newsletter Editor George Albrecht, as 
well as City of Rockville PICE staff, Lori Russler and Cliff Cumber, for their tireless efforts in assembling 
this beautiful commemorative booklet.

Thank You to Our Generous Pinneberg Hosts
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 During the past 60 years, the Rockville-Pin-
neberg sister city program has fostered the under-
standing of, and respect for, international cultural 
differences. Deep friendships have formed be-
tween families and friends of our two countries. 
The core of this people-to-people program is and 
will remain the exchange of students and adults 
on a regular basis. Sports teams, teachers, mu-
sicians, artists, firefighters, government officials, 
and many “ordinary” Pinneberg and Rockville 
citizens are the basis for this program’s continued 
success.
 RSCC has previously helped to successfully 
arrange for a baseball clinic, swimming competi-
tions, tennis meets, Volksmarches, meetings with 
local officials, get-togethers with other German-re-
lated sister cities within Maryland, and many 
other international activities. But we need for you 
to become involved and offer your suggestions and 
ideas for new opportunities that might pique your 
interests. For example, any Rockville high school 
that is interested in sending a band to Pinneberg 
should contact us. Pinneberg has a yearly music 
festival and has previously hosted a Rockville jazz 
band, with great success.
 The Rockville Sister City Corporation (RSCC) 
is a viable and active part of the Rockville com-
munity. Throughout the year, it sponsors diverse 
social events and participates with other German 
culture organizations, and with other sister city 
activities at the Montgomery County level. It also 
manages the Sister City Room in the Glenview 
Mansion at Rockville’s Civic Center; the room’s 
décor changes with the seasons and is decorated 
with particular care during the month of Decem-
ber.
 Significant factors of the program’s ongoing 
success are the volunteers who make up the 
RSCC and Pinneberg’s Deutsch-Amerikanische 2017

-20
27The Decade Ahead (2017-2027)

Gesellschaft Rockville-Pinneberg (DAGRP), 
serving as board members or performing other 
services. They arrange for the exchange of high 
school students and other groups to each country 
or host students and visitors in their own country. 
A German background or German language skills 
are not required for participation in the RSCC, and 
membership fees are nominal. Board meetings 
are held once a month at Rockville City Hall and 
the public is always welcome.
 Who could realize, in 1957, how our Rock-
ville sister city program would have changed so 
rapidly and markedly over the next 60 years?
 When mayors Hovsepian and Glissmann 
first signed that mutual partnership compact, it 
was a world of postage stamps, letter-writing, per-
haps a Polaroid photo or two, infrequent interna-
tional packages (by ship!), very expensive phone 
calls, more expensive airplane flights, infrequent 
visits, difficult “foreign” languages, behemoth cars 
with huge tail fins (not that anyone was driving to 
Germany), and propeller-driven planes. In short, 
communication with our partners across the 
ocean was difficult, slow and often tedious.
 Now we have email, Skype, Facetime, You-
Tube, translation software, the internet, discount 
airfares, self-driving cars (not that anyone will be 
driving to Germany), and every modern conve-
nience the 21st century can offer.
 Some things have not changed, however, and 
we remain grateful for the dependability of those 
friendships, social customs, regional foods and 
drinks, architecture, landscapes, sports, leisure 
activities, and the knowledge that the relationship 
between our cities and their citizens will remain 
solid for the foreseeable future.
 The Rockville-Pinneberg sister city program 
eagerly anticipates the next 10 years of partner-
ship and friendship.

Here is to Rockville and here is to Pinneberg!
Hoch sollen sie leben!

(Let us praise them both!)
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ly, but never spiritually. We want to take this time 
to fondly remember those who were unable to 
share with us in this year’s 60th anniversary. But 
we thank them all for their dedication to keeping 
the outreach between our two cities well and 
prospering.

In Memoriam

 The past decade has been one of many joys 
and times of fond remembrances, but also one 
from time to time, inevitably, of enduring sadness. 
Over the past 10 years we have lost far too many 
friends and supporters of the Sister City Program 
on both sides of an ocean that divides us physical-

Jim Patrician (February 2013)
Jim was on the Sister City Task Force for reinvigorating the moribund sister city 
relationship. He was totally fluent in German, having worked overseas for many 
years. Jim was RSCC’s first treasurer from 1986-1992, and its president from 1992-
1993.

David L’Heureux (June 2013)
RSCC president from 1996-2007. David retired from the Department of State as a 
senior foreign service officer after 44 years of worldwide service. His long pres-
idency of RSCC forged many lasting friendships between the cities of Pinneberg 
and Rockville.

Renate Beplat (July 2013)
Renate was the wife of former DAGRP President Hans Georg Beplat. She was a 
wonderful hostess and a vivacious soul. Athletic and with a bubbly personality, all 
visitors had to succumb to her warmth and friendliness.

John Moser (October 2014)
John Moser was called Rockville’s Renaissance man. He was born in Germany 
and immigrated to the United States in 1937 when he was 13. John and his family 
settled in Rockville in 1953, where he began his lifelong dedication to local volun-
teer activities. He visited Pinneberg when the sister city relationship was formed. 
He was a member and big supporter of the Rockville Sister City Corporation.In

 M
em

oria
m
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Ingeborg Kath (January 2015)
Staunch supporter of the Rockville-Pinneberg relationship. Widow of ex-Pinne-
berg Mayor Hans-Hermann Kath (1963 -1990). Numerous Rockvillians enjoyed 
and benefitted from her hospitality over the years.

Helga Nolte (March 2015)
Frau Helga Nolte was the wife of Professor Dr. Hartmut Nolte. They were among 
the founding members of the German-American Society, Rockville-Pinneberg 
(DAGRP). Frau Nolte served on the board of DAGRP, and was a staunch supporter 
of the activities accomplished by both DAGRP and RSCC.

Joe Batz (June 2015)
Joe passed away after a long fight with Alzheimer’s disease. He and his wife Mae 
(“Pigeon”) had been extremely active in RSCC and enjoyed hosting and being the 
guests of many of our Pinneberg friends. Joe was a director of the RSCC board for 
many years and held the job of membership chair with dedication, aplomb, and 
professionalism.

Gary Twedt (September 2015)
Former Director Gary Twedt passed away at the age of 82. Gary and his wife Carol 
were avid supporters of RSCC, and especially enjoyed helping during wine tastings 
and loved visiting Pinneberg. They moved to Lake of the Woods in 2004, fulfilling 
Gary’s dream of living on a lake.

Dick Knorpp (January 2016)
Richard Knorpp was a resident of Naples, Florida, when he passed. Dick was a 
kind and helpful person. One could always count on his service. He helped the 
Rockville Sister City programs for many years, especially with student exchanges. 
Dick served on the Rockville Sister City Task Force for two years and was one of 
RSCC’s founding directors.
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Stephanie Curtis (April 2017)
Stephanie was an avid sister city supporter, and traveled to Pinneberg many times. 
She and husband Tom were frequent guests and hosts in the Pinneberg and Rock-
ville communities until sickness made international travel no longer possible. A 
wonderful hostess with a vibrant and gregarious spirit, she is greatly missed.

Verna Murphy (June 2017)
Verna was a loyal RSCC member and stalwart volunteer for many causes; she died 
on the morning of June 22, 2017, at her residence in Solomons, Maryland. Verna’s 
mom died during the World War II years, when Verna was very young. As a result, 
Verna lived at The Thornwell Home for Children until she graduated, then went to 
nursing school; she supported that institution throughout her life. Eventually she 
moved to be near her roots in South Carolina, and continued her active volunteer-
ism there.

Don Vandrey (June 2017)
Don was Rockville’s public affairs officer for many years and an active and enthu-
siastic supporter of RSCC. His daughter Inga was a high school exchange student in 
Pinneberg. Don loved running, and finished both the Boston and Berlin marathons 
in the same week in 1991! He is survived by his wife, son, daughter, seven grand-
children, three brothers and one sister. Don donated his body to science.

Your life was a blessing.
Your memory a treasure.
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The Rockville Sister City Corporation (RSCC) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, 
promoting a people-to-people program initiated in 1956 by President Eisenhower 
which, under the umbrella organization, Sister Cities International (SCI), is one of 
over 2,300 partnerships in 150 countries. These partnerships provide an opportunity 
to pursue initiatives through projects promoting peace through mutual respect, 
understanding and cooperation – one individual, one community at a time.

If you are interested in supporting the Rockville Sister City Corporation with your 
membership or a tax-deductible donation, please contact:

Rockville Sister City Corporation
City of Rockville

111 Maryland Ave.
Rockville, Maryland 20850-2364

240-314-5029 (RSCC Information Line)
www.RockvilleSisterCities.org

Please make your check payable to: “RSCC”

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1956:

“Give everyday citizens of different countries the opportunity to meet and get to know each other, 
and the result will be understanding, friendship, and lasting peace.”

“Gebt den Menschen verschiedener Länder die Möglichkeit sich zu besuchen und einander 
kennenzulernen. Das Ergebnis wird sein: Verständnis, Freundschaft und ein dauerhafter Frieden.”

60th Anniversary 1957-2017

•  ROCKVILLE SISTER CITY CORPORATION - DEUTSCH-AM
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